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Dear Alumni and Friends,
We live in an age of anxiety. People wonder 
about the rule of law: whether it will continue;  
if it has value; and how it functions during  
military conflict. 
UC Hastings has always played a leadership 
role. Our alumni, as well as our faculty, are 
involved in every major issue presented by  
contemporary geopolitical challenges. Around 
the globe, we appear, and we are ready.
A great law school has myriad responsibilities. 
Most importantly, we train the next generation 
of advocates and counselors. We must do so 
to ensure they are ready for the most complex 
issues of a society facing threats of every type 
imaginable. To ensure we are effective, we need 
to be active in developing law and policy. Our 
professors are participating in that process of 
developing norms to bring about peace.
All of our stakeholders demonstrate what law means at its best. Through 
their service, in the military and government, with nongovernmental organi-
zations, and through private firms and corporations, the lawyers who belong 
to our community translate ideas into action. Everyone trained in law shares 
a belief. We trust that words can be used to improve the world, to bring about 
justice and order—to turn war into peace.
These pages offer a glimpse into our contributions. As chancellor and 
dean, I am proud of what is shown. I invite you to join us. Much more must be 
done, for not only a school but a society.
Thank you for what you do.
Sincerely,
Frank H. Wu 
Chancellor & Dean
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On May 10, University of 
California President Janet 
Napolitano addressed 
a crowd of 5,000 at UC 
Hastings’ 133rd Annual 
Commencement Ceremony. 
Napolitano congratulated 
the students for entering a  
“ family of alumni that  
has demonstrated an 
incredible commitment  
to public service—an  
incredible commitment to 
making a difference.”
Above: University of California President Janet Napolitano (right) delivered the 
inspirational commencement address. Below: Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth 
L. Hillman, Napolitano, and Chancellor & Dean Frank H. Wu.
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• Thank you for highlighting the 
value that practicing attorneys 
moonlighting as adjunct law 
professors can provide. Their 
practical insight combined with 
legal theory made for some of 
the most interesting classes that 
I took in law school. Given the 
rapidly shifting legal landscape 
and decreased employment pros-
pects facing new attorneys, the 
ability to hit the ground running 
is a good way to stand out from 
the crowd. Lest we forget, the law 
is something we practice, and 
studying all the black-letter law 
in the world is useless without 
experience applying it to real-
world situations. The connections 
created in the classroom often 
carry over after graduation, 
too: employment opportunities, 
references, and a sounding board 
for career questions. I hope UC 
Hastings will continue to lever-
age its proximity to some of the 
best and brightest in the legal 
profession to offer students a 
cutting-edge legal education.
 Katharine L. Malone ’12
 Daily Journal 
 San Francisco
• Congratulations to the four UC Hastings California Bar Foundation 
Scholarship winners featured in the spring 2014 edition, and to all of the  
other UC Hastings students who, even as law students, are dedicating their 
education and work to the cause of social justice. The biographies of these 
four students are thought provoking and inspirational, and I know from my 
interactions with the many talented and dedicated students at UC Hastings 
that they are the tip of the iceberg. Kudos to UC Hastings for providing an 
environment that has been a fertile place for these future leaders of the legal 
community. As an adjunct at the school almost 30 years after my graduation, 
I have felt honored and grateful to know many current students and recent 
graduates who keep economic and social justice in the forefront. They make 
me feel confident about the future. 
  Sigrid Irias ’86
 Law Offices of Sigrid Irias
 San Francisco
• I’m thrilled that UC Hastings 
magazine chose to feature the 
scholarship of Professors Brian 
Gray and David Takacs. Not 
only are both professors lead-
ers in their fields, but through 
mentorship and their dedication 
to students, they are spurring a 
generation of young lawyers to 
pursue a career in environmen-
tal law. Environmental law is 
a field that’s constantly evolv-
ing, especially on the issue of 
climate change, which impacts 
our environment in countless 
ways. Professor Takacs is abso-
lutely right that “if you want an 
intellectually stimulating and 
ethically based career, environ-
mental law is it.”
 Andrew Rakestraw ’12 
 U.S. Department of State 
 Washington, D.C.
• I read the spring 2014 article, “On 
the Front Lines of Environmental 
Law,” featuring the work of 
Professors Brian Gray and David 
Takacs. It is difficult to overstate 
the importance of the issues 
they are tackling. California is 
in the midst of a severe drought, 
and the state must find political, 
legal, economic, and technologi-
cal solutions to meet California’s 
growing thirst. Professor Gray 
has worked tirelessly to advance 
workable solutions to California’s 
present and future water needs. 
Professor Takacs’ work on 
REDD+ is equally demanding. 
Climate change solutions require 
nations to work more closely on 
environmental issues than they 
ever have before. The complex 
interconnections required to 
confront a global environmental 
problem of this scale must be 
researched and applied rapidly 
if our generation is to effectively 
mitigate and adapt to the effects 
of climate change. 
  Professor Takacs’ and Gray’s 
work is a model example of 
engaged scholarship: Professor 
Gray continues to influence 
California water policy and is 
involved in Haitian mining issues 
through the Hastings to Haiti 
Partnership. Professor Takacs 
has been directly involved 
in a REDD+ project in Oddar 
Meanchey, Cambodia. None of 
these issues has easy solutions. 
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They touch on different aspects 
of law, culture, technology, 
politics, and economics. At 
UC Hastings, Professors Gray 
and Takacs use their depth of 
expertise to prepare future envi-
ronmental lawyers to address 
Earth’s most dynamic and 
complex environmental issues. 
We are fortunate to have such 
outstanding environmental law 
scholars as part of our faculty.
 Nicholas Whipps ’15 
 Center for Biological Diversity 
 San Francisco
• Intellectual property is worth its 
weight in gold (so to speak). Just 
as 1840s prospectors pounded 
stakes into the ground to mark 
their claims, technology compa-
nies stake out their territory in 
the IP world with patents, copy-
rights, and trademarks. These 
companies will look increasingly 
to lawyers to protect their inven-
tions as advanced technologies 
continue to integrate themselves 
into our everyday lives. I’m glad 
to see UC Hastings emphasiz-
ing its role in producing the IP 
lawyers of today and tomorrow.
 Christopher Petroni ’13 
 U.S. District Court 
 District of Oregon, Portland 
• Thank you for highlighting how 
UC Hastings is “Bridging Tech’s 
Gender and Racial Gap.” As the 
magazine highlighted, Silicon 
Valley generates incredible 
opportunities, and I encour-
age UC Hastings to help ensure 
that more women and people 
of color can benefit from those 
opportunities. 
  These types of efforts are 
especially important given the 
recent pressure for Silicon Valley 
tech firms to increase diver-
sity. I realized the importance 
of pushing for more diversity 
in money-making arenas as a 
consultant for the Greenlining 
Institute, a think tank and 
advocacy organization for com-
munities of color. I co-authored 
Greenlining’s annual diversity 
report card, which analyzes the 
efforts of California utility and 
telecommunications companies 
to diversify their supplier net-
works. Because of Greenlining’s 
yearly attention and guidance on 
these efforts, the companies set a 
new record last year, generating 
over $8.5 billion in contracts with 
businesses owned by people of 
color, women, and service-disabled 
veterans. This remarkable perfor-
mance sets a standard that tech 
firms should seek to emulate, 
with UC Hastings students reap-
ing the rewards.
 Noemí O. Gallardo ’12 
 Gallardo Law & Policy Consulting 
 Berkeley
• I really enjoyed reading about 
the Startup Legal Garage in the 
spring 2014 issue of UC Hastings 
magazine. What a great addi-
tion to UC Hastings’ Institute for 
Innovation Law. It is important 
to have these types of programs 
alongside the traditional class-
room settings so that students 
get to see the law in action and 
how it applies practically in the 
real world. I took part in UC 
Hastings’ Civil Justice Clinic 
as a 2L, and the interactions I 
had with the clients through the 
clinic provided me with invalu-
able experience. Kudos to my 
colleagues Justin Hovey and 
Michael Heuga for taking part in 
such a groundbreaking program.
 Carolyn Toto ’04
 Partner  
 Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman
 San Francisco
• I truly enjoyed reading the 
spring 2014 issue of UC Hastings 
magazine. As a technology and 
privacy attorney, I appreciate 
your in-depth coverage of the 
local tech industry. I applaud 
the innovative programs and 
classes UC Hastings offers to 
enrich students’ experiences and 
help them launch a meaningful 
career. I wish the Privacy and 
Technology Project existed when 
I was a student! I’m proud to be a 
UC Hastings grad!
 Alexandra Ross ’98
 Founder
 The Privacy Guru
 San Francisco
• Working with the UC Hastings 
students and Rimon Law Firm 
to launch my educational media 
startup was a great experience. 
This team of experts understood 
all the important corporate legal-
ities required for a startup. They 
provided invaluable insights 
regarding corporate structure, 
the distribution of shares, and 
set me up on a path to begin 
fundraising. I found them to be 
attentive, knowledgeable, and 
generous with their time and 
talents. Thank you, UC Hastings, 
for offering such a great program 
to startup founders!
 Deborah Castillero
 Founder  
 Bilingual Children’s Enterprises
 New York, N.Y.
{ 
Karen Amaya, an eight-year employee of the UC Hastings Civil Justice Clinic (CJC), 
was recognized with the 2014 Rummel Award 
for going above and beyond in her work with 
students, faculty, and clients.
Amaya, who is bilingual, is the legal assis-
tant, interpreter/translator, and receptionist 
for the CJC, which provides students with an 
opportunity to lead and work on real cases 
under faculty supervision. Typically, the clients 
are low-income or otherwise disadvantaged 
individuals and communities.
Born in El Salvador, Amaya moved to San 
Francisco when she was in the sixth grade. 
She began working part time for the CJC in 
The Civil Justice Clinic’s Karen Amaya.
2006, not long after she finished her under-
graduate degree, and became a full-time 
employee in 2007.
Amaya spends much of her day guiding 
students through their projects with the clinic 
and interpreting for Spanish-speaking clients, 
as well as doing administrative duties. “Amaya 
is the face and heart of the clinic,” says Miye 
Goishi, director of the CJC. “Generations of 
students and all of the CJC faculty regularly 
remark on her good nature and hard work on 
their behalf.”
In fact, Amaya says, the personal connec-
tions she creates with students are what make 
her work especially rewarding. “They talk to 
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AND HEART OF THE CJC
Karen Amaya Receives Rummel Award
me about their goals,” she says, “and they put 
their trust in me.” She notes that many stay in 
touch with her after graduating. 
When Amaya learned that she would receive 
the Rummel Award, she says she was shocked. 
“I never expected anything,” Amaya says. “I 
believe that no matter what you do in life, you 
always have to do it with your whole heart. We 
are all interconnected to one Earth, a sacred 
community, and I’m just here to serve.”
3L Jessica Cassella    
Receives Rummel Scholarship 
Jessica Cassella received this year’s Rummel 
Scholarship award of $3,000 in recognition of 
her academic achievements and involvement 
in the UC Hastings community.
Cassella has served as president of the UC 
Hastings Government Law Organization, co-
president of the UC Hastings Public Interest 
Law Foundation, local government chair of 
the UC Hastings Advocacy Committee, and as 
a volunteer for the Legal Advice and Referral 
Clinic. She was a staff editor of the Hastings 
Constitutional Law Quarterly and will be its 
editor in chief this academic year.
An accomplished violinist who plays with 
UC Hastings Legal Notes, Cassella attended 
Santa Clara University. She was inspired to 
work in government while spending a semes-
ter in Washington, D.C., interning for Rep. 
Anna Eshoo, D-Calif. 
After graduating as valedictorian of her 
undergraduate class, Cassella spent a year 
as a San Francisco City Hall Fellow. During 
the program, she worked full time for the San 
Francisco Public Utilities Commission, in the 
Legislative Affairs division, and collaborated on 
pro bono projects with the City and County of 
San Francisco before enrolling at UC Hastings.
In addition to her academic and extracur-
ricular achievements, Cassella dedicates her 
summers to gaining relevant practical experi-
ence. Most recently, she did an internship with 
the National Housing Law Project, a nonprofit 
that works to advance housing justice for  
low-income individuals. Now, as she begins  
her third year of law school, Cassella says she 
is “passionately committed to serving others, 
at UC Hastings and beyond.” 3L Jessica Cassella, Rummel Scholarship recipient. 
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THE RUMMEL LEGACY
Each year, one staff member and one student are  
recognized for their exceptional contributions to the 
UC Hastings community with the Rummel Award and 
Scholarship. The honors were created in memory of 
Charles A. Rummel ’31 and his wife, Jane. Rummel  
was a founding member of the UC Hastings Foundation, 
formerly known as the 1066 Foundation. 
When Professor Ahmed Ghappour is asked what he does for a living, he sometimes has to pause before 
answering. “In a way, it’s complicated,” he says, “but in 
another way, it’s actually very simple: I presume innocence 
and let the law take care of the rest.”
Ghappour joins UC Hastings from the University of 
Texas School of Law to lead the new Liberty, Security 
& Technology Clinic, which offers indigent defense in 
complex federal criminal prosecutions involving national 
security and cybersecurity issues. Students work with 
appointed trial counsel under faculty supervision to liti-
gate issues related to constitutional due process, privacy, 
speech, and other rights, often involving issues of first 
impression.
Typical clinic cases “test the limits of substantive doctri-
nal law, present difficult procedural or ethical questions, 
and have a national or global footprint,” says Ghappour. 
Last year, one student team drafted a motion to unseal 
materials related to a district court order authorizing a 
state law enforcement agency to conduct “roving” surveil-
lance without a showing of probable cause or specifying 
a target. Another student team wrote a brief challenging 
Professor Ahmed Ghappour addresses complex cybersecurity and national 
security issues in UC Hastings’ newest clinic  
the legality of wiretaps authorized under controversial 
amendments to the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act, in a court-martial convened to try an Army specialist 
charged with attempted espionage.
“If these cases are not thoroughly and vigorously liti-
gated,” says Ghappour, “then the liberty interests of many 
or all of us could be sacrificed.” 
Currently, Ghappour represents Barrett Brown, a jour-
nalist whose case became a cause célèbre after he was 
charged with crimes related to sharing a publicly available 
hyperlink. The link pointed to a public Web page contain-
ing data unlawfully obtained by a hacker and delivered by 
a private intelligence contractor. In March, prosecutors 
dropped most of the significant charges just days after the 
defense filed a motion to dismiss. Following the victory, 
students worked extensively on plea negotiations and 
sentencing strategy. 
“Ahmed’s cutting-edge work engages the great legal 
issues of our day,” Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth L. 
Hillman says, “including how technological change affects 
the intersection of privacy and security. He brings an 
exciting new dimension to our experiential curriculum.”
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WHEN LIBERTY, SECURITY, AND 
TECHNOLOGY COLLIDE
3Ls Newton Knowles and Alexis Elston will pursue public interest law.
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Going Dutch
At Leiden University in the Netherlands, two third-year  
students get to witness international law in the making
This fall, 3L Alexis Elston and 3L Newton Knowles—friends from 
their first day of class at UC Hastings—are taking advantage of UC 
Hastings’ robust study-abroad programs to attend Leiden University, 
the oldest university in the Netherlands. 
Located a short train ride from The Hague—the seat of the 
International Criminal Court and the International Court of Justice—
Leiden offers students unparalleled opportunities to experience 
global legal issues in real time.
“There is no better place in the world to study international and 
human rights law than Leiden,” says Knowles, the former co–vice 
president of the UC Hastings Public Interest Law Foundation. For 
her part, Elston, founder and president of UC Hastings Student 
Ambassadors, is using her semester at Leiden to study how other 
governments overcome population and crime issues. 
In addition to sharing a close friendship and an appetite for adven-
ture, Elston and Knowles also share a passion for public interest law, 
volunteering for the General Assistance Advocacy Project, a San 
Francisco nonprofit that provides legal assistance to those in need. 
“Five years from now, I hope I will still be doing public interest 
work,” says Elston. “But who knows? Studying abroad can be life 
changing. As long as I’m helping people, that is all that matters.”
AIMING TO CLEAR 
THE SMOKE SCREEN 
CLOUDING U.S. 
HEALTH CARE PRICING
I n June, UC Hastings Professor Jaime S. King and Anne Marie Helm launched a new grant-funded website called the 
Source for Competitive Healthcare (www.
competitivehealthcare.org) to cover news 
and analysis about health care costs and 
competition. (See page 66 to learn more.)
King, executive editor, and Helm, manag-
ing editor, designed the Source to be “a 
one-stop shop, whether you’re a journalist, 
lawyer, physician, or policy person, or just 
someone interested in the issues; the idea is 
it’s all there.”  
King began to see the need for such a 
website two years ago while helping UC 
San Francisco researchers look into why 
price transparency in health care seems to 
be an oxymoron. “People would tell them, 
‘I’m prohibited from giving you that pricing 
information,’ or ‘This is a trade secret and 
I can’t answer that question,’ ” says King, 
who is also associate director of the UCSF/
UC Hastings Consortium on Law, Science & 
Health Policy.
The editors plan to gather together the 
resources needed to address the barriers 
to health care price transparency. Even 
more importantly, they want to tear down 
the silos trapping and dividing the lawyers, 
physicians, health services researchers, 
journalists, and health economics and policy 
experts examining health care costs.
To do that, they’ll aggregate and analyze 
relevant up-to-date news and academic 
articles, policy papers, litigation documents, 
and legislative and regulatory materials.
Down the road, the Source may host work-
shops or conferences, says King, but first she 
and Helm want to see more analysis on the 
site, as much as possible from guest writers. 
“I want the Source to bring together people 
from different disciplines—who are thinking 
a lot about this problem and working on it—
to try and solve it,” says King.
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DECRYING MASS SPYING
As government surveillance and lack of cybersecurity 
increasingly threaten our civil liberties, Jennifer Granick 
’93 has committed to educating citizens about their rights 
With the National Security Agency stockpiling phone records and social networks tracking Web browsing, the privacy rights of U.S. citi-
zens have become some of the most contentious issues 
of our time. In response to the legal questions raised 
by the potentially invasive collection of data, Jennifer 
Granick ’93 has made cybersecurity and “warrantless 
mass spying” the focus of her career and the subject of 
a forthcoming book.
“There’s been an exponential growth in government 
and law enforcement surveillance capabilities,” says 
Granick, the director of civil liberties at Stanford Law 
School’s Center for Internet and Society (CIS). “We want 
to give people the tools to be educated participants in 
the debate.”
To that end, CIS files amicus briefs, publishes articles, 
submits comments to administrative agencies such 
as the FCC, and provides expert testimony on a 
broad range of topics, from consumer privacy to net 
neutrality. 
Granick started her career as a criminal defense 
attorney, developing an interest in computer crime. 
Beginning in 2001, she taught at CIS for seven years, 
then left to become civil liberties director at the 
Electronic Frontier Foundation. Now she’s back at CIS, 
where her focus is government surveillance of citizens. 
While recognizing the need for vigilance, she 
deplores the lack of transparency regarding the NSA’s 
activities and is grateful for Edward Snowden’s dis-
closures of the scope of government spying. Although 
many people claim they don’t mind government sur-
veillance, insisting they have nothing to hide, Granick 
says everyone has something they would prefer to keep 
to themselves. “Even minor infractions can be used 
to discredit and derail someone advocating for social 
and political change. Embarrassing information can be 
used to turn a colleague into an informant. History is 
replete with ways that invasive governments have used 
surveillance to squelch political dissent,” she notes.
“We’re worried about the people who are sticking 
their necks out, the future Martin Luther King, Jrs.,” 
she continues. “The fact is, people transgress, whether 
intentionally or not, be it exceeding the speed limit or 
fudging on their taxes. If someone is out to get you, 
they will get you,” she warns. That’s the motivation 
behind the book she’s writing about the NSA. She 
hopes to present the complex legal issues in every-
day language that will make clear why even ordinary 
citizens should be worried about what she calls 
“screamingly illegal” government surveillance.
Even with all these concerns, Granick remains a 
self-described patriot. “I still believe the American way 
is best,” she says. “But we have fallen far short of our 
standards, and we can do better.”
{ When Alexandra Stupple ’13 was nomi-nated to travel to Guantánamo Bay earlier this year as an observer for the National Institute 
of Military Justice (NIMJ), she had little idea 
what she was in for. Not only would her views on 
military and international law be tested, but also 
her perceptions of the fiercely debated prison on 
the base. 
“I thought going to Guantánamo would 
cement my understanding of the situation, but 
it only became slipperier,” Stupple says. “It’s so 
complex.”
Volunteer observers for NIMJ and other 
NGOs take shifts traveling to the U.S. military 
base in Cuba to document legal proceedings 
there. Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth L. 
Hillman suggested that Stupple, who is now an 
attorney for the California Department of Public 
Health, volunteer after having her as a student 
in Hillman’s military law class. Ryan Williams ’12 
performed a similar role in 2012.
In February, Stupple attended pretrial hear-
ings for Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, the al-Qaida 
leader and alleged mastermind behind the 2000 
bombing of the USS Cole in Yemen that killed 17 
Americans. This death penalty case, which is still 
moving through pretrial proceedings, will serve 
as a precedent for international terrorism cases 
to follow: It is the first capital punishment mili-
tary tribunal to be prosecuted at Guantánamo 
NOTES ON GITMO
Alexandra Stupple ’13 observes an unprecedented Guantánamo tribunal 
Bay under President Obama. “It’s an experi-
ment,” Stupple says. “Each side is arguing for 
what precedent they want the judge to use—
international, military, or federal. Whatever 
happens here, the world is watching.”
Stupple is grateful for the exposure to related 
military justice issues she received in law school. 
Because of Professor Hillman’s class, Stupple 
had already learned about many of the cases 
that were cited in the hearings, including a U.S. 
Supreme Court ruling from World War II that 
gave the American government the power to 
set up military commissions in times of war. 
Hillman’s teaching style also prepared Stupple, 
who grew up in Saudi Arabia, for the contradic-
tions she was about to encounter. 
“The way Professor Hillman taught the class 
was brilliant,” Stupple says. “You thought you 
had a firm opinion, then she’d have a counter-
argument that made you rethink everything you 
thought you believed.” 
Guantánamo Bay, Stupple notes, is similarly full 
of paradoxes. “It was much stranger than I ever 
thought it would be,” she says. “It was surreal the 
entire time I was there. There are all these nor-
mal American things—McDonald’s, the beach, 
an Irish bar—then checkpoints and barbed wire. 
The more normal it started to seem, the more 
bizarre it became.”
Guantánamo Bay: an enclave of paradoxes.
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In a recent article for the Cornell Law Review, UC Hastings Professor Dorit Rubinstein 
Reiss proposed allowing lawsuits 
against nonvaccinating parents 
whose children put others in dan-
ger. But tort litigation is really a last 
resort against vaccine-preventable 
disease. “I’d like to see immuniza-
tion rates go up,” she says, “before 
more people get hurt.” 
The debate surrounding 
immunizations has long been con-
tentious, but with the incidence 
of some preventable diseases on 
the rise, the stakes have become 
higher. According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention, 
the number of measles cases 
reported in the United States in 
the first five months of 2014 set a 
two-decade record. Meanwhile, 
California reported more than 
3,400 cases of whooping cough 
in the same period, prompting 
the state’s Department of Public 
Health to declare the outbreak an 
epidemic. 
Health officials say that unvac-
cinated children have contributed 
to the spread of these diseases. 
In some cases, Reiss believes, 
SHOULD THE PARENTS OF 
UNVACCINATED CHILDREN PAY  
FOR OUTBREAKS OF DISEASE? 
    Professor Dorit Rubinstein Reiss explores potential legal avenues to  
    address parents and guardians who don’t immunize their children
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the threat of lawsuits might give 
nonvaccinating parents pause and 
prevent further disease. 
Reiss argues that parents should 
be held liable for negligence if 
their children spread preventable 
illnesses. The legal concept of negli-
gence holds people to a community 
standard and compensates those 
harmed as a result of a deviation 
from that standard. “No one would 
go to jail for not vaccinating, or be 
forced to vaccinate, but the conse-
quences of that choice would fall 
to them,” she wrote in her Cornell 
article (“Compensating the Victims 
of Failure to Vaccinate: What Are 
the Options?”).
Reiss became interested in the 
issue when she was a new mother, 
in 2010. A whooping cough out-
break made her worry about her 
young child, but she was not yet 
aware of the anti-vaccine move-
ment. When she found discussions 
on parenting blogs, she wondered 
if the anti-vaccinators were the 
ones putting children—their own 
and those they had contact with—
at risk.
After reading an article by bio-
ethicist Arthur Caplan, she began 
to explore what could be done to 
protect those who comply with 
vaccine requirements. Reiss says 
she would at least like “someone 
who causes harm in defiance of 
the consensus of science, health, 
and government authorities to 
have to bear those costs. It’s not 
fair to force others to pay for your 
own unreasonable choices.” 
 Reiss is not alone in her crusade. 
Other legal scholars have been 
examining ways existing laws 
could be tightened; some have 
even looked into the possibility of 
suing anti-vaccine groups for false 
advertising or misrepresentation of 
physical harm. 
Reiss’ work is part of a century- 
old confrontation between peo-
ple’s right to accept or reject 
medicine as they see fit and 
the government’s imperative to 
protect public health. Federal law 
is fairly well settled. In Jacobson 
v. Massachusetts (1905), the U.S. 
Supreme Court found in favor of 
compulsory vaccination laws, 
ruling that while parents could not 
be physically forced to vaccinate 
their children, the state could 
keep unvaccinated children out of 
school. In Prince v. Massachusetts 
(1944), the Supreme Court 
“
Someone who causes 
harm in defiance of 
the consensus of 
science, health, and 
government authorities 
[should] have to bear 
those costs. It’s not fair 
to force others to pay 
for your unreasonable 
choices.” 
reinforced that right. “Parents 
may be free to become martyrs 
themselves,” the ruling said. “But 
it does not follow they are free, in 
identical circumstances, to make 
martyrs of their children.”
Reflecting the strength of reli-
gious and parental autonomy in 
U.S. law, most states allow parents 
to assert religious beliefs to exempt 
their children from vaccination. 
Several states permit a looser “per-
sonal belief exemption,” which in 
some cases requires nothing more 
of the parent than checking a box 
on a health form. States that make 
it easy for parents to exempt their 
children, unsurprisingly, have lower 
vaccination rates and sometimes 
more disease.
In a Hastings Law Journal article 
slated for publication later this 
year, Reiss argues for the reform of 
state systems of religious exemp-
tion. None of the major religions 
opposes vaccination, she notes, 
yet anti-vaccine groups instruct 
parents to use religious grounds 
to obtain exemptions. She doesn’t 
support banning all exemptions, 
but she thinks states should 
abolish religious exclusions while 
allowing parents the right to 
refuse if they can demonstrate 
strong—if flawed—anti-vaccine 
beliefs. 
“I don’t want to put a minority in 
an untenable position where they 
will have to do something extreme 
to avoid vaccination, like faking 
records,” she says. “At least when 
we know whose child is unvacci-
nated, we can exclude them from 
school during an outbreak.” 
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Ever since Professor Chimène Keitner wrote an amicus brief in a landmark U.S. Supreme Court decision concerning foreign official 
immunity (Samantar v. Yousuf, 2010), the former 
Rhodes Scholar has established herself as one of the 
country’s foremost experts on this controversial area 
of international law. Multiple courts around the coun-
try and other scholars have cited her work, which 
unearths historical practice and examines case law 
defining the immunity of foreign officials from civil 
and criminal proceedings in domestic courts. In 
Samantar, the U.S. Supreme Court determined that 
the 1976 Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act does not 
govern the question of foreign official immunity, leav-
ing the matter to the common law. Courts in other 
countries are also grappling with the scope of foreign 
official immunity, and advocates before those courts 
have relied heavily on Keitner’s work. 
The scope of foreign official immunity continues 
to keep many legal scholars and practitioners busy, 
says Keitner. “The challenge is to develop principles 
that respect the basic idea of sovereign immunity 
without foreclosing the possibility of civil or criminal 
proceedings against perpetrators of egregious human 
rights abuses, especially when those perpetrators 
enter the forum state.”
Since the Samantar ruling, Keitner has published 
over a dozen articles and book chapters on immunity 
and transnational litigation, including the chapter in 
The Oxford Handbook of International Human Rights 
Law on “Transnational Litigation: Jurisdiction and 
Immunities.” Her work on “The Forgotten History of 
Foreign Official Immunity,” published in NYU Law 
Review, was recognized as one of the top three papers 
in the 2012 AALS Scholarly Paper Competition.  
In 2013, Keitner was elected a member of the 
American Law Institute and appointed as an adviser 
on sovereign immunity for the ALI’s Restatement 
(Fourth) of Foreign Relations Law. She is also an 
elected member of the Executive Council of the 
American Society of International Law.   
“Domestic legal systems have to confront the ques-
tion of how and when to apply law beyond a country’s 
borders, including to the acts of foreign officials,” 
Keitner says. “I view my role as helping to clarify the 
terms of the debate, including by highlighting the 
relevance of historical practice, previous court deci-
sions, and international law.”
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REINTERPRETING 
LAW’S BORDERS 
Professor Chimène Keitner’s 
scholarship on sovereign 
immunity and transnational 
litigation has shaped both 
academic and judicial views
Self-Regulation and  
Global Supply Chains
PROFESSOR JODI SHORT EXAMINES THE EFFICACY 
OF PRIVATE TRANSNATIONAL REGULATION
As multinational corporations extend their supply 
chains around the world, many have attempted to 
contractually regulate their suppliers’ labor conditions, 
environmental management, and other workplace 
practices. Professor Jodi Short has been analyzing com-
pliance with these contracts to determine why some are 
implemented more successfully than others. 
“When suppliers fail to comply with codes of con-
duct, the results can be catastrophic,” she says, “as in 
the case of a factory fire in Bangladesh that killed 1,100 
workers in 2013. Self-regulation programs have prolif-
erated as global companies try to protect their brands 
and reputations, but little is known about their effects.” 
Short’s scholarship, conducted with scholars at 
Harvard Business School, shows that levels of compli-
ance depend on the institutional environment of each 
supplier, including the home country’s law, the strength 
of its civil institutions, and the extent of press freedom. 
The study also finds that suppliers are more compliant 
with global labor standards when they serve buyer 
corporations in countries where consumers are wealthy 
and socially conscious. “We need to understand how 
these different tools work, and how they work together, 
to raise labor standards in supply chains and prevent 
tragedies like the one in Bangladesh,” Short says.
Short, who holds a JD from Georgetown University 
and a PhD in sociology from UC Berkeley, is an expert 
in administrative law, regulatory reform, self-regulation, 
and the intersection of public and private regimes.
Professor Keith Hand 
Wins Foundation Faculty 
Scholarship Award
HONORING A SCHOLAR’S CONTRIBUTIONS TO  
OUR UNDERSTANDING OF CHINESE LAW
Since he first visited the People’s Republic of China in 
1993, Professor Keith Hand has been fascinated by its 
energy, opportunities, and institutional challenges. A 
former visiting scholar at Peking University Law School, 
Hand has focused his research on China’s legal system, 
its constitutional law, and the emergence of citizen-state 
constitutional disputes. In January, he was named the 
2014 recipient of the UC Hastings Foundation Faculty 
Scholarship Award, presented annually to a faculty 
member for outstanding scholarly activity.
“China does not have an effective mechanism for con-
stitutional review,” he says. “However, Chinese citizens 
are raising constitutional arguments through legal and 
extra-legal channels. They are catalyzing citizen-state 
consultation on difficult legal reforms and promoting 
discussion of constitutionalism in China. It is important 
to recognize and understand these dynamics.”
At UC Hastings, Hand, who previously served as 
Beijing director at Yale Law School’s China Law Center, 
is investigating the impact of citizen arguments on 
China’s government action. His most recent publication, 
in the Journal of Asian Law, examines China’s system for 
addressing legislative conflicts.
“Keith Hand is one of the nation’s rising scholars on 
Chinese law,” says Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth L. 
Hillman. “We are fortunate to have such an expert on our 
faculty and delighted with his selection for this award.” 
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THE LEGACY OF       
RUTH BADER GINSBURG 
    Professor Scott Dodson’s new book is a first-of-its-kind collection of  
    essays on the Supreme Court justice’s many legal contributions 
Professor Scott Dodson is the editor of a new book on Ruth Bader Ginsburg, to be published by Cambridge University Press in late 2014. Ginsburg, one of the most pre-eminent 
jurists of all time, has influenced the law for more than 50 years 
as a lawyer, law professor, court of appeals judge, and associate 
justice of the Supreme Court. To date, no other book has attempted 
a comprehensive overview of her impressive legal legacy, from her 
early days as a law student through her current accomplishments. 
“This book was my idea, but it is the product of many,” Dodson 
reflects. “The all-star lineup of contributors has resulted in a 
picture of Ruth Bader Ginsburg that is unparalleled. She is a tre-
mendously influential figure in modern jurisprudence.”
Dodson solicited some of the greatest legal celebrities in the 
country to contribute essays. Each chapter was written by a prom-
inent court watcher or leading national scholar in law, political 
science, and history. Each contributor offered a unique perspective 
on different phases and time periods in Ginsburg’s half-century- 
long career.
 In addition to serving as editor, Dodson wrote a chapter and a 
coda synthesizing the contributions. Other authors of chapters 
include: 
•  Second Circuit Chief Judge Robert A. Katzmann 
• Nina Totenberg of National Public Radio 
•  Professor Reva Siegel of Yale Law School 
•  Professor Lani Guinier of Harvard Law School 
•  Tom Goldstein of SCOTUSblog 
•  Professor Joan C. Williams of UC Hastings 
•  Dahlia Lithwick of Slate magazine
Together, these perspectives document the impressive legacy 
of one of the most important figures in modern law. “Justice 
Ginsburg’s remarkable life and career have made producing this 
book both easy and a pleasure,” says Dodson. “It was an honor to 
serve as editor of the first of what I’m sure will be many superlative 
books about this incredible jurist.” 
The realities of her early 
life, the nature of her 
legal project, and her 
own precise, under-
stated temperament 
have combined to make 
her appear more Ninja 
Librarian than Raging 
Gender Warrior,” says 
Dahlia Lithwick of Slate 
magazine. “Ginsburg is 
indeed a feminist fire-
brand, but she is, both 
by choice and necessity, 
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“I am awed by the diversity and relevance of my col-leagues’ work,” says new Associate Academic Dean for Research Reuel Schiller. “It’s a thrill to work with such 
engaged, innovative scholars and teachers.” 
A member of the UC Hastings faculty since 1996, Schiller says 
that his goals in his new position are “to ensure that the academic 
scholarship being done here is supported to the greatest extent 
possible and that the institution as a whole remains a vibrant intel-
lectual community.” Accordingly, Schiller will be responsible for 
bringing speakers to campus, organizing symposia, leading faculty 
workshops, and mentoring junior faculty members as they develop 
as scholars.
Schiller will also continue his own research. A prize-winning 
scholar of American legal history, he has written extensively about 
the development of administrative law in 20th-century America. 
He also studies the legal history of the civil rights movement and 
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NURTURING 
SCHOLARSHIP
Professor Reuel Schiller Named 
Associate Academic Dean for 
Research
the labor movement in the years following 
the Second World War. This is the subject 
of his new book, Forging Rivals: Race, Class, 
and the Decline of Postwar Liberalism, which 
will be published by Cambridge University 
Press this fall. “I am interested in why these 
two groups started as allies in the 1940s and 
how their alliance fell apart in the 1960s,” 
says Schiller. 
He will continue teaching American legal 
history, administrative law, and labor law, 
but at a reduced schedule to allow him 
enough time to focus on his decanal duties. 
“One of the most exciting things about 
this position is to have an excuse to talk to 
my colleagues about what they are doing,” 
he says. “We have such dynamic and inter-
esting minds on our faculty. It’s like working 
in a lush botanic garden. All you really have 
to do is tend it, and it will flourish.”
During his tenure as associate academic 
dean for research from 2012 to 2014, 
Professor William S. Dodge supported 
a wide variety of faculty scholarship. 
Dodge, who will continue teaching, is 
stepping down as dean to focus on his 
work as co-reporter for the American 
Law Institute’s Restatement (Fourth) of 
Foreign Relations Law: Jurisdiction and 
Judgments and as a member of the State 
Department’s Advisory Committee on 
International Law. 
In these pages, UC Hastings 
celebrates alumni, faculty, and 
students who are passionate 
about promoting civil rights, 
the rule of law, and the 









Legal Scholars Shape 
Policy Issues of the Day
• BY REUEL SCHILLER •
 
L
aw professors are frequently criticized for the nature of their scholarly 
output. According to our critics, we are nothing more than cosseted, ivory-
tower types whose research focuses on esoteric issues unrelated to the 
needs of lawmakers and practicing lawyers. No less an eminence than the chief 
justice of the United States believes that much of our research is intellectual navel-
gazing, of little use to bench and bar. 
Such criticisms profoundly underestimate the importance of legal scholarship in 
shaping the law. Here at UC Hastings, we strive to produce innovative scholarship 
on the most current issues of the day that can be used by lawyers and lawmakers. 
During this time of global turmoil, our faculty has turned its scholarly attention to 
some of the most fundamental domestic and international issues of our generation.
The UC Hastings faculty featured in this issue give lie to the idea that the legal 
academy is full of intellectual solipsists unconcerned about helping practitioners 
or reforming the legal system. When Naomi Roht-Arriaza began writing about 
transitional justice, it was an area of law that existed mainly in the minds of 
academics. Now, an international infrastructure has developed to enforce its rules. 
Chimène Keitner’s work on sovereign immunity of foreign officials in U.S. courts 
combines theoretical and historical methods to participate in a controversial doc-
trinal debate raging among international human rights practitioners. Elizabeth L. 
Hillman’s scholarship on “don’t ask, don’t tell” and sexual assault in the military is 
shaping current policy debates.
Indeed, the work of our faculty is tied to the most difficult policy issues of the 
day: Jodi Short on the regulation of international labor conditions through private 
codes of conduct; Morris Ratner on worldwide class actions; Dorit Rubinstein 
Reiss on vaccines and the tort system; Hadar Aviram on the economics of prison 
reform; Keith Hand on constitutionalism in China; Scott Dodson on the legacy of 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Each one of these projects had its origins in the legal acad-
emy, or as a collaboration between academics and practitioners. Each is the work 
of a deeply engaged scholar who uses the theoretical and methodological tools of 
academic research to meet the needs of the legal profession and of society more 
generally. And this is only the work of the UC Hastings faculty featured in this 
issue. Roam our halls, and you will find dozens more. I invite you to do so. x
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UC 
Hastings Provost & Academic Dean Elizabeth L. Hillman has 
had her share of victories and losses. As the only academic on 
a congressional panel asked to help reform the U.S. military’s 
handling of sexual assault cases, she recently lost a bid for independent 
prosecutors to replace commanding officers in cases of rape and sexual 
assault. But that won’t stop her from continuing to advocate for victims of 
sexual violence in the armed forces.
“One thing that survivors often say to me is, ‘Thank goodness you’re 
there, that somebody’s on our side,’” says Hillman. “And I always respond, 
‘Everybody’s on your side. Nobody wants sexual violence to continue, and 
nobody—even if they disagree with some of the conclusions I’ve reached—
doesn’t respect the challenge of recovering from a sexual assault.’ ”
An award-winning professor, in-demand speaker, and expert on military 
law, history, and culture, Hillman has testified before the U.S. Commission 
on Civil Rights. She’s also served as an expert witness at trials involving 
military justice, sexual orientation, and gender in the U.S. armed forces. 
She’s published two books: Military Justice Cases and Materials, with 
two co-authors, and Defending America: Military Culture and the Cold War 
Court-Martial. She is currently at work on a third, about bombing. She’s also 
studying the military use of drones.
A Pittsburgh native, Hillman joined the Air Force ROTC to pay for college. 
She earned a degree in electrical engineering at Duke University before 
entering the Air Force. You might say she followed her father’s flight path, in 
reverse. He flew in the Army Air Forces during World War II and later went 
to college on the GI Bill.
After seven years in the Air Force, Hillman left the military and earned a 
law degree as well as a PhD in history at Yale. Researching dissertation top-
ics, Hillman studied judicial opinions from general courts-martial between 
1951 and 1974. She was shaken by the number of Korean War rape cases, 
and sexual assault in the military became a focus of her scholarship. 
Hillman later taught history at Yale and law at Rutgers University’s law 
school in Camden before moving to San Francisco in 2007. “The chance to 
be at UC Hastings, where we’re growing lawyers to solve the problems of 
the next generation, that’s exciting,” says Hillman.
In June 2013, she began serving on a federal panel tasked with suggest-
ing how the military might better handle sexual assault crimes. A year 
later, the nine-member panel made 132 recommendations. But it voted 7-2 
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Protecting Those Sworn  
to Protect Us
UC Hastings’ Elizabeth L. Hillman is a 
renowned advocate for victims of sexual 




























































































































   
against Hillman’s proposal that commanding officers give up prosecutorial discretion and 
that independent prosecutors handle sexual assault cases in the military. The two dissents 
were Hillman and former Virginia prosecutor Harvey Bryant. As a thank-you for their pro 
bono work, panel members received a department medal “for exceptional public service.” 
“This was a sacrifice of personal time and energy by every one of these panel members,” 
says Lt. Col. Kyle Green, a U.S. Defense Department staff attorney who worked with the 
panel. “Congress has told us it’s important to get these kinds of assessments from outside 
eyes, and it takes this kind of effort to really do it right.” 
For Hillman, who lives with her wife, Trish Culbert, and their five children in Berkeley, 
the battle to change military culture continues. But with sexual assault numbers declin-
ing in countries where women’s rights and sexual autonomy continue to receive attention, 
Hillman is hopeful.
“The military is not going away, women are not leaving the military, sexual relations are 
not leaving the military,” she says. “The changes in attitude we want in civil society—in 
terms of dignity and autonomy and respect for individuals of all different types—the mili-
tary can learn to adopt those attitudes, too.” x
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Matthew Rinaldi ‘83 
serves on the executive 




The UC Hastings community reaches out 
to enlisted personnel and former service 
members, at a time when the U.S. Department 
of Veterans Affairs is in crisis. 
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Solutions for Those Who 
Want Out
Matthew Rinaldi ’83 is on the NLG executive 
board and works with the GI Rights Hotline. 
“In recent years, an increasing number of UC 
Hastings students who are veterans have vol-
unteered for the hotline,” he says. “They bring 
personal knowledge of the effort to assist active 
duty personnel with their legal problems.” 
The hotline receives calls regarding sexual 
harassment, post-traumatic stress disorder, and 
family hardships. It also gets calls from 17-year-
old recruits who want out. Those still in high 
school can void their enlistments by simply not 
reporting for training. Those already in uni-
form, however, do not have that option. Rinaldi 
has helped these “child soldiers,” as he calls 
them, take their matters before a federal court. 
Each recruit he has worked with has been 
discharged. 
Strategies for Addressing 
the VA Crisis
Swords to Plowshares Policy Director Amy 
Fairweather ’99 does battle on another front. 
She works on legislative reforms and pro-
vides community education for attorneys, first 
responders, and others regarding veterans’ 
issues, including  Department of Veterans 
Affairs (VA) claims and discharge upgrades. She 
has also worked with impact litigators to find 
organizational plaintiffs in lawsuits brought on 
behalf of veterans. 
In one case, Veterans for Common Sense 
v. Peake (later VCS v. Shinseki), Swords to 
Plowshares introduced the plaintiffs to attorneys 
at Morrison & Foerster, and they filed suit in 
2007 over delays in health care and disability 
benefits. Sadly, she says, little has changed.
Fairweather says that while the plaintiffs 
ultimately lost, the attorneys learned valuable 
information in discovery. Most significantly, they 
found an email that revealed the VA knew there 
were more than a dozen veteran suicides daily. 
“We were able to use that to tell a story in a way 
Emily Gallagher ’13 learned just how dif-ficult it is for veterans to receive benefits during a summer internship with Swords 
to Plowshares, a Bay Area nonprofit that assists 
former service members.
Gallagher worked with a woman who had been 
sexually assaulted in the military and received 
a discharge below honorable because of perfor-
mance problems resulting from the attack. She 
was then ineligible for education benefits. Swords 
to Plowshares filed an application for a discharge 
upgrade. But three years later, the application is 
still pending before the discharge review board. 
“I was shocked to learn that people who served 
and were not kicked out for committing a serious 
crime are not getting benefits,” Gallagher says.
Gallagher is among a growing number of 
alumni and students who help enlisted personnel 
and veterans through nonprofits and nongovern-
mental organizations, offering free information 
and counseling. 
Gallagher got her first exposure to the dif-
ficulties veterans endure when she was in high 
school and interviewed her uncle, who served 
in Vietnam, for a living history project. He 
described how veterans often felt lost and disre-
spected when they returned home.
Working with veterans was soon a central part 
of her life. “Much of my work stems from my anti-
war sentiments,” she says. Gallagher volunteered 
for three years with the Military Law Task Force 
of the National Lawyers Guild (NLG), which 
works with the GI Rights Hotline, a free informa-
tion and counseling service. Her experiences 
have shown her “a new color to what my uncle 
told me,” she says, and deepened her under-
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that would be compelling to lawmakers,” she 
says, noting that as a result of the case, the VA 
started a suicide hotline.
Swords to Plowshares hired Tiela Chalmers ’86 
to get more law firms involved in its 40-year-old 
pro bono program. She says interest in veter-
ans has never been higher, in no small part due 
to the extensive media coverage of the VA’s 
backlog in processing claims, delays in providing 
medical treatment, and the shocking fraud at an 
Arizona VA medical facility.
Chalmers worked on her first case with Swords 
to Plowshares in 1987 when, as a volunteer, 
she helped a veteran upgrade the benefits he 
received for injuries sustained in Korea. She says 
that it now takes up to three years to process 
an application for VA benefits. Veterans “come 
home disabled, with no work, and have to figure 
out how to apply,” she says. “How are they going 
to eat, to live? It’s a disgrace.”
The problem prompted James Robertson ’99, of 
Bravo Law Group, to shift his practice from con-
sumer protection claims to helping veterans fight 
the VA over benefit claims. He says it is difficult 
for veterans with post-traumatic stress disorder 
and traumatic brain injury to pursue disability 
claims since these injuries may be delayed or 
difficult to diagnose. 
Community Outreach Closer 
to Home
Other alumni assist veterans through commu-
nity organizations. Gary Lewis ’11, executive 
director of the General Assistance Advocacy 
Project (GAAP), works with homeless and low-
income communities in San Francisco, which 
Veterans “come 
home disabled, 
with no work, and 
have to figure out 
how to apply [for 
benefits]. How are 
they going to eat, 
to live? It’s a 
disgrace.”
—TIELA CHALMERS ’86 
From left: Emily Gallagher 
’13, Amy Fairweather ’99, and 
Tiela Chalmers ’86.
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include a large number of veterans. The group 
helps people get access to benefits and deal 
with daily problems, such as housing disputes 
or consumer debt issues. 
UC Hastings students founded GAAP in 1985, 
and while the organization has since split off 
into a nonprofit, students continue to volunteer 
every semester. “It’s no secret that as a society 
we are failing our veterans,” Lewis says. “Many 
find themselves struggling to fulfill their most 
basic daily needs. Without the UC Hastings stu-
dents, our clients, many of whom have served, 
would be left to face these challenges alone. 
Our work complements the fantastic efforts of 
veterans-specific advocates in the city.”
Lewis is assisting one veteran, who receives 
VA benefits of $400 per month, in dealing with 
a $100 Muni citation. His transfer expired while 
he waited for his VA hospital appointment. He 
had the choice of walking three miles home or 
risking the citation. GAAP volunteers helped 
another veteran find out where he was born so 
he could get his birth certificate and obtain an 
ID. Lewis emphasizes how difficult it is for vet-
erans and others with low income to survive in 
the Bay Area, with its high cost of living. Unless 
the individual is in a subsidized program, he 
has “zero chance of being able to afford a place 
without panhandling every day,” Lewis says.
While many students and alumni work with 
veterans off campus, Kevin McCarthy ’14 
founded a group to help student veterans. 
He says the goal of the UC Hastings Student 
Veteran Organization (see page 72) is to develop 
connections between student veterans and 
to expand the UC Hastings Medical-Legal 
Partnership to include veterans, providing them 
with resources such as counseling and legal 
advice. The organization also works with other 
law schools’ student veterans groups. 
“The goal is to support each other as well as 
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Monument Man in the Courtroom
Professor Morris Ratner discusses his successful  
litigation on behalf of Holocaust victims and their heirs.
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I
t was a monumental achievement. Professor Morris Ratner was a leading member 
of a legal team that secured more than $7.5 billion worth of settlements on behalf of 
victims of Nazi persecution and their heirs. The plaintiffs sought compensation for 
dormant bank accounts, unpaid life insurance policies, and personal injuries associated 
with being forced to perform slave labor during World War II. Ratner and his colleagues 
commenced their litigation in the mid-’90s as worldwide class actions, first against the 
major Swiss banks, and subsequently against German, Austrian, and French private cor-
porations that aided and abetted or profited from Nazi atrocities. To prevail, Ratner had to 
navigate difficult legal waters, addressing the kinds of ethical and procedural issues he 
now teaches at UC Hastings. 
Ratner acknowledges that the notion of using litigation to address human rights atrocities 
is controversial, partly because it is difficult to translate plaintiffs’ suffering into a dollar 
amount. But the fact that he was able to pursue their claims at all, 50 years after World War 
II, proved to him that “it is possible to obtain a measure of justice even in the most chal-
lenging cases.” This spring, he shared his litigation strategy with a packed audience as the 
inaugural speaker in the UC Hastings Social Justice Speaker Series at UC Santa Cruz.
He says that representing victims of social injustice suits his personality. “I feel most 
inspired when representing underdogs,” says Ratner, who began his career as a corpo-
rate defense lawyer at Morrison & Foerster before becoming a plaintiff’s attorney at San 
Francisco–based Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein. In 2012, he joined the faculty of UC 
Hastings, where he teaches civil procedure, legal ethics, and law practice management.
 Ratner is optimistic that many of his students will pursue social justice lawyering. 
“Many of the students I teach are committed to helping disenfranchised persons or com-
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“The Alien Is Me”
Professor Hadar Aviram applies an astute critical 
eye to timely issues of criminal justice.
A 
little green alien pops up regularly in the PowerPoint slides that Professor Hadar 
Aviram shows her criminal procedure students. “It’s always asking questions: Why 
do we need a jury? Why is something the way it is?” Aviram says. “The alien is me.”
A native of Israel, Aviram has an outsider’s perspective on American criminal justice and 
an insider’s take on its legal system. She spent five years as an attorney in the Israeli army, 
defending soldiers who’d gone AWOL, and then taught at Tel Aviv University for two years 
prior to joining the UC Hastings faculty in 2007.
Aviram applies her “alien” perspective to examine how America’s recession has affected 
the country’s spending on punitive measures, from the death penalty to the criminalization of 
marijuana. Her book on the nexus of cost and punishment—Cheap on Crime: Recession-Era 
Politics and the Transformation of American Punishment—will be published in early 2015 by 
the University of California Press. The financial crisis could be a catalyst for positive changes, 
she says, noting that seven states have abolished the death penalty on financial grounds, and 
Colorado and Washington have legalized marijuana, hoping to reap revenue from sales tax. 
In class, Aviram encourages her students to think analytically about criminal procedure, 
weighing how race, class, gender, abuse of power, and fear shape the judicial system and 
public policy. In her course on criminalization and social control, she steers weekly dissec-
tions of controversial issues, including gun control and prostitution. 
Recently named to NerdScholar’s inaugural “40 Under 40” list of professors who cultivate 
passion in their students, Aviram says her goal is “to educate the people who will be making 
changes. I want to encourage others to ask, ‘Is the law doing a good thing in the first place?’ ” x 
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N
o one understands the complicated nature 
of causal change in the law, particularly 
international law, more than UC Hastings’ 
Distinguished Professor of Law Naomi Roht-
Arriaza. Her 2005 book, The Pinochet Effect: 
Transnational Justice in the Age of Human 
Rights, exemplified the idea of a “justice cas-
cade,” where judicial action in a foreign or 
international forum can influence developments 
in local courts. That’s what happened with 
the 1998 detention of Chilean former dictator 
Augusto Pinochet in London; Roht-Arriaza’s 
book traces the repercussions.
Her work has helped develop the field of transi-
tional justice, which she and other scholars have 
defined as a method to achieve justice for past 
crimes in times of transition from conflict and/or 
state repression. 
Asked about her greatest contribution, Roht-
Arriaza says, “In international law and policy, 
it’s hard to pinpoint specific contributions from 
just one person, and lots of people were involved 
in building these ideas.” Roht-Arriaza, who 
joined the UC Hastings faculty in 1992, adds, “I 
was one of the first people who started talking 
about these legacy issues. When I started this 
work, in 1989, there were really few interna-
tional legal components. People back then never 
thought there would now be an International 
Criminal Court.”
 When Roht-Arriaza began researching and 
writing about international law, she focused 
on Latin America, where so-called transitional 
regimes were emerging from decades-old 
civil wars and state repression, passing laws 
that made it virtually impossible for anyone to 
Cascading 
Justice
Distinguished Professor of Law 
Naomi Roht-Arriaza is one of the 
pioneering scholars in the field 
of transitional justice, and she 
has played a key role in global 
efforts to bring human rights 
violators to justice and 
support their victims. 
prosecute crimes and atrocities committed by 
former dictators and state officials.
Roht-Arriaza started writing and speak-
ing on the topic, trying to piece together the 
international legal norms that applied. She then 
explored how to provide answers to griev-
ing families, and some measure of justice, in 
countries that had lacked impartial courts for 
decades, if not generations. Those early insights 
helped fuel a whole new, interdisciplinary field, 
now known as transitional justice
A quarter-century later, Roht-Arriaza has built 
an enormous body of work, including not just 
traditional legal research but participation in 
documentary films, advocacy, and grassroots 
organizing, that has created its own “justice 
cascade.” 
Her interest in this field began early in her 
life—and long before she became a lawyer. In 
the 1980s, Roht-Arriaza, who grew up in Chile, 
worked as a freelance journalist in Guatemala, 
hoping to bring attention to the atrocities being 
committed in that country. “There were hor-
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attention. The international community was 
focused on El Salvador and Nicaragua and 
places where the United States had a bigger 
footprint,” she says.
“It was so frustrating; you’d yell and scream, 
and no one would listen. I was infuriated by 
the idea that states could do whatever they 
wanted with no international limits. So I went to 
law school because I realized that what I really 
wanted to do was fight the impunity of dictators 
who never seemed to suffer any consequences 




The publication of her 1995 book, Impunity and 
Human Rights Violations in International Law 
and Practice, marked her first major foray into 
this field. The book was a compilation of interna-
tional rules combined with sample cases of how 
countries have dealt with bringing violators of 
human rights to justice at home and redressing 
victims. The work presaged one of the water-
shed moments in international criminal justice 
history: the arrest of Pinochet on charges of 
genocide and torture based on a Spanish court 
ruling, a development that coincided with the 
establishment of the International Criminal 
Court in 1998.
“I was at home with Chilean friends when 
news came of his arrest, and I remember we 
jumped up and down: This was unprecedented,” 
Roht-Arriaza says.
Soon after Pinochet’s arrest, Roht-Arriaza 
decided that her next book would be about the 
Pinochet case, how it affected international law 
and the domestic laws of the countries involved, 
how the case effected change at home, and how 
the litigation strategies were chosen. During the 
16 months that Pinochet was in London, Roht-
Arriaza was in London, Belgium, France, Chile, 
and Argentina, interviewing individuals involved 
in the case. 
It took her several years to complete the book. 
The Pinochet Effect is a towering work of history 
and legal analysis. One particularly enraptured 
review published in the May 2006 issue of 
Human Rights Quarterly noted that “scholars owe 
the author a debt of gratitude” for providing a 
“critique of a process that unfolded in seemingly 
chaotic fashion from the mid-1990s until 2003.” 
The work details the arrest and subsequent 
attempt to extradite the Chilean dictator 
through the British court system. It includes 
a comprehensive examination of cases that 
came in the wake of the decisions by the British 
courts —including investigations and trials in 
the national courts of Spain, Chile, Argentina, 
Great Britain, Belgium, France, Italy, Germany, 
Uruguay, the United States, the Netherlands, 
Senegal, and Mexico—and related proceedings 
before the International Court of Justice and  
the Inter-American system for human rights  
protection, all arising from or related to the 
events of 1998.
Nailing a Guatemalan 
Dictator
In 2006, Roht-Arriaza had a rare opportunity to 
test her theory that lawyers, judges, and activists 
working together across continents can create 
a new legal paradigm to address some of the 
most problematic issues relating to prosecution 
of crimes of genocide. Working with the Center 
for Justice and Accountability in San Francisco, 
she was asked to join the legal team pushing 
for prosecution of former Guatemalan President 
Efrain Rios Montt in Spain. 
Rios Montt’s 17 months in power are believed 
to have been one of the most violent periods 
of the Guatemalan conflict. After meandering 
through Spanish courts for nearly seven years, 
the case against Rios Montt and six other former 
members of Guatemala’s government on charges 


































































































































the Pinochet case 
in her 2005 book.
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moving. In December 2006, Spain’s highest court 
ruled that cases of genocide committed abroad 
could be judged in Spain, even if no Spanish 
citizens had been involved. 
 “It was fascinating for me to be in that position 
after having written the Pinochet book,” Roht-
Arriaza recalls. “A lot of my work was helping 
to figure out how you actually prove something 
like genocide. You can find a lot of eyewitnesses, 
but you also have to prove the legal element, and 
that required knowing jurisprudence. It was a 
great opportunity.”
The case became the subject of a 2011 docu-
mentary film, Granito: How to Nail a Dictator, 
focusing on individuals (including Roht-Arriaza) 
who in the span of 30 years have contributed to 
the prosecution of Rios Montt and his ilk.
The case became even more interesting and 
complex when legal action was initiated in 
Guatemala, according to Roht-Arriaza. “We 
turned over a lot of our case research to the 
attorney general’s office in Guatemala,” she 
says. “There is not a lot of success bringing 
these complex trials to fruition in places like 
Guatemala, and I was pleasantly surprised it got 
as far as it did, despite all the shenanigans and 
threats against judges and lawyers. It was an 
amazing feat.”
On May 10, 2013, Rios Montt was convicted by 
a Guatemalan court of genocide and sentenced 
to 80 years in prison. Although the verdict stood 
only 10 days before it was annulled by the coun-
try’s Constitutional Court, progress had been 
made, Roht-Arriaza maintains. For one thing, she 
notes, the trial process itself was important. 
“People had not spoken publicly before about 
what happened to them and to their communi-
ties. To have a victim of Rios Montt’s brutality 
get up and say, ‘This is what happened to me,’ 
was so vital,” Roht-Arriaza explains. “There is 
this sense that prosecution of these kinds of 
international crimes is necessary but not suf-
ficient. You also need to focus on the needs of the 
victims, reparations, and structural reforms so 
history doesn’t repeat itself.” 
Looking Ahead
Aside from her work as president of the Due 
Process of Law Foundation, an organization that 
works on rule of law and human rights in Latin 
America, Roht-Arriaza is also collaborating on 
a film aimed at law students and international 
lawyers. As envisioned, it will cover strategies 
for getting crimes against humanity cases into 
court (which involves overcoming immunities, 
amnesty, and statutes of limitations), character-
izing the crimes based on specific legal systems, 
and proving the cases at trial.
“There is still so much work to be done,” Roht-
Arriaza says. “There are so many challenges, and 
you have to do everything at once. We think that 
national courts, the place where these crimes 
were committed, would be the best venue to try 
these cases, and yet it is very difficult for them 
to operate independently and not be swamped 
by still-powerful political or military forces. Plus, 
now that we have created international institu-
tions, we have to figure out how to strengthen 
them while we support national systems so that 
they can try the worst international crimes, like 
genocide and war crimes.” x
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“A lot of my 
work was help-
ing to figure out 
how you actually 
prove something 
like genocide. You 
can find a lot of 
eyewitnesses, but 
you also have to 
prove the legal 
element, and that 
required know-
ing jurisprudence. 
It was a great 
opportunity.”
—NAOMI ROHT-ARRIAZA 
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Z
oe Dolan ’05 is known for her work as a criminal defense attorney 
on tough, high-profile cases. She has been profiled by the New York 
Times and Al Jazeera, and has appeared on national television; she 
recently started blogging about legal issues for the Huffington Post.
In the first several months of 2014, Dolan represented clients facing federal 
criminal charges in four trials in three districts on two coasts. Among them 
was the trial of Sulaiman Abu Ghaith, who was charged with conspiring to 
kill Americans, and conspiring to provide and providing material support to 
alleged terrorists. As the only attorney on the defense team with a national 
security clearance, Dolan was solely responsible for handling classified 
litigation and representing the defense at classified hearings in court. Her 
proficiency in Arabic was an additional asset that enabled her to communi-
cate with Abu Ghaith throughout the trial.
The highest-ranking al-Qaida suspect to be tried in a civilian court in the 
United States, Abu Ghaith was found guilty on all counts.
“The degree to which we respect the rights of the accused in any case is a 
measure of society as a whole,” Dolan says. “It is my job to go into court and 
stand between individual human beings and the most powerful adversary 
in the world—the government of the United States of America.” 
Dolan decided to go to law school and become a lawyer after witnessing a 
human rights incident in the Middle East, where she spent two years study-
ing Arabic, teaching English, freelancing for various Egyptian publications, 
and writing for the World Health Organization. In 2001, she was aboard the 
Queen Boat, a floating discotheque on the Nile in Cairo, when the police 
conducted a raid and arrested dozens of gay men. One of those detained 
was a friend she has never seen or heard from again. 
At UC Hastings, Dolan “fell in love with the law” when she participated 
in the Judicial Externship Program, a life-changing experience for her. 
“Finally, everything clicked for me,” she says. “That opportunity to work 
with a federal magistrate judge enabled my passion for the law to blossom 
and mature.”
UC Hastings also played a role in Dolan’s personal life during her gender 
transition to female in her first year of law school. She was fortunate, she 
On the Front Lines of
Terrorism Law
Zoe Dolan ’05, whose defense of Osama bin 
Laden’s son-in-law Sulaiman Abu Ghaith made 
international headlines, is accustomed to 
cases with high stakes.






























































































































says, to receive encouragement from students, staff, and faculty, especially from her first-
year torts professor, Marsha Cohen.
“Professor Cohen told me not to give up, and it was the most important lesson I have 
learned as a lawyer,” Dolan says. “My clients in criminal cases may not have been lucky 
to receive as much support in their lives as I have in mine. But I do know what it means 
and how it feels to be marginalized. My hope is always that my own struggle will help me 
understand how I can communicate my clients’ stories to judges and juries.”
In addition to terrorism cases, Dolan has represented clients in dozens of federal crimi-
nal cases, ranging from routine matters to white-collar prosecutions to capital murder to 
international narcotics trafficking to racketeering. She has returned to her home state of 
California, where she practices in Los Angeles, and is writing a book about her experiences 
as a lawyer. x












Through Rule of Law 
Alumni make an international impact 
by laying judicial groundwork. 
EJ Flynn ‘87, senior human 
rights officer with the U.N.’s 
Counter-Terrorism Committee.
T
he American Bar Association has declared 
addressing the global rule of law deficit as 
the most important calling of the world’s 
legal experts. The UC Hastings community 
has taken this need to heart and is committed 
to offering its expertise to countries lacking a 
framework built upon systems of justice. From 
judicial pioneers to recent graduates, alumni are 
working to build stable institutions and societies 
through a variety of means, including prosecut-
ing international warlords, conducting academic 
research, and advising government officials. 
Moira (Feeney) Duvernay ’04 is one of the few 
who have been able to promote international rule 
of law through local efforts. While working for 
the Center for Justice and Accountability in San 
Francisco after graduating, Duvernay prosecuted 
human rights offenders who had immigrated, 
legally, to the United States. In one case against 
a former Haitian death squad leader living in 
New York, she won $19 million for his victims 
and their families.  
“To achieve this kind of a judgment in United 
States federal court sends a strong message 
to those who don’t have a history of seeing 
accountability come to fruition,” says Duvernay, 
now an associate at the Law Offices of Amitai 
Schwartz in Emeryville. “It has inspired 
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survivors to never give up seeking justice for the 
atrocities committed against them.”
Alternate Roads
Perhaps the most obvious path to promoting 
the rule of law is to directly train lawyers and 
government officials trying to set up judicial 
systems overseas. This is exactly what Larry 
Sage ’75 did during his time as justice adviser 
to the Afghan attorney general and then rule of 
law mentor to the Afghan minister of defense 
from 2007 to 2010. During his civilian contract 
service, Sage worked with other alumni serving 
in the Army JAG Corps in Kabul.
Afghanistan adopted a new constitution in 
2004. Sage, who previously worked as a crimi-
nal prosecutor and presiding court judge in 
Nevada, was tasked with training the locals 
how to integrate Shariah (Islamic law), Russian 
occupation laws, and the tribal laws that had 
been in place for centuries into this new judicial 
system. Adding to the difficulty was that the 
tribal ordinances had been passed on orally from 
generation to generation, so many of the lawyers 






























































































































“You have to employ every skill you’ve used 
in life, not just law,” says Sage. “Not only do you 
have the civil law legal mission, you have to 
figure out how to do it with sensitivity. We can’t 
assume everyone should have our common-law 
legal system.”
Respect for the Process
“If processes are designed to respect the 
interests of everyone, from the victim to the 
perpetrator, we will find justice,” says John 
Dermody ’07, who clerked in the Appeals 
Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
and conducted research there on legal develop-
ment as a Fulbright fellow. “Rule of law begins 
with respect for all parties.” 
A decade ago, the United Nations and the 
Sierra Leone government opened a war crimes 
tribunal in the country’s capital. The hope was 
that basing the court—which prosecuted crimes 
from the civil war of the ’90s—locally rather 
than abroad would foster rule of law in the 
region. But as Dermody found, often the best-
intentioned ideas don’t survive the crucible of 
the real world. “What’s essential to recognize,” 
he says, “is that what works in one place might 
not in another culture.
“Whether in West Africa or here, it’s not just 
about getting the right outcome but about how 
you get to that outcome,” adds Dermody, now an 
attorney adviser in the Intelligence Law Division 
of the Department of Homeland Security.
In recent years, as countries increasingly 
battle terrorism, EJ Flynn ’87 has observed that 
accepted judicial standards are often overlooked 
in the process. As the senior human rights officer 
with the U.N.’s Counter-Terrorism Committee, 
Flynn helps ensure that governments respect 
human rights and rule of law principles. 
“States are under tremendous pressure to cut 
corners in order to make people feel safe,” Flynn 
says. “Unfortunately, this approach has some-
times resulted in the miscarriage of justice. In 
our work, we support states taking strong action 
but work with them to find the right balance. 
We want to ensure that while they are counter-
ing terrorism, they also are respecting human 
rights.” x
Above: Moira (Feeney) Duvernay ’04 in Somaliland, where she 
conducted research on behalf of the Center for Justice and 
Accountability. Below: John Dermody ’07 in Sierra Leone, where 
he clerked for the Appeals Chamber of the Special Court.
E
arly one morning in 2003, when Timothy B. Mills ’86 was staying at the Palestine 
Hotel in Baghdad, Iraqi insurgents launched a massive rocket attack on the building. 
Three of the missiles landed on his floor. Uninjured, Mills crawled onto the balcony, 
then cautiously made his way to the smoke-filled hall, where stunned guests were running 
out of their rooms and stumbling in their nightclothes over blasted furniture and shattered 
glass.
The attack occurred several months after his first time in Iraq, which had become a war 
zone anew amidst the growth of insurgent violence following the bombing of the U.N.  
headquarters that killed at least 22 people. But Mills, a Washington, D.C., lawyer and 













As longtime adviser to the Republic of Iraq and Prime 
Minister Nouri al-Maliki, Timothy B. Mills ’86 draws on 
deep knowledge of military, political, commercial, and 
international law.
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lobbyist, was well trained to function under threat and attack. Since 1972, he had served 
as a federal special agent in the U.S. Army’s military police and in the Judge Advocate 
General’s Corps of the Army Reserve. In 2011, when he retired from the reserve, he had 
risen to the post of senior lieutenant colonel, senior international law officer, and command 
judge advocate within the Army’s Special Operations Forces.
“You do what you can to take precautions, of course,” he reflects, “but hazards are part 
and parcel of doing business in Baghdad.”
Mills observes that “the fundamental goal and highest priority of the Iraqi government, 
the United States, and the European Union are one and the same: the defeat of the terror-
ist group Islamic State in Iraq and Syria [ISIS] that has taken control of major swaths of 
western and northern Iraq, and poses an existential threat to the nation. Finding the politi-
cal will to cooperatively do everything possible against ISIS and to reverse their gains is a 
shared national security interest that, for now, outweighs any other differences that may 
exist between the two governments.”
 In 2000, the Army assigned Mills to write a definitive study of Iraq’s legal system under 
Saddam Hussein. During the run-up to war in early 2003, he was called upon to conduct a 
legal review of the postwar operations plans. Mills returned to his law firm, Patton Boggs, and 
after the U.S.–led coalition forces captured Baghdad and occupied Iraq, Mills was in demand 
again as the United States grappled with the task of restoring civil authority. He arrived in 
Baghdad in June 2003, one of the first American private-sector lawyers in the country. 
Translating Legal Realities
Since then, Mills has been to Iraq more than 110 times, spending years in the Middle East. 
Now, as managing partner of the Washington, D.C., office of Maggs & McDermott, he has 
served as legal adviser to Iraq under all prime ministers since the 2004 restoration of Iraq’s 
sovereignty, as well as the country’s lead counsel and legal adviser in litigation matters 
before courts in the United States, Canada, and the United Kingdom. 
A member of the UC Hastings Foundation Board of Trustees since 1996, Mills specializes 
in a niche legal practice that draws on his unusual skill set. As an evangelical Christian 
and Republican, Mills has been a longtime practitioner of government relations, litiga-
tion, and election law in support of Republican candidates at the national level. Mills has 
represented clients in senior decision-making roles in the U.S. government, experience, he 
says, that equips him to deal with foreign sovereigns, U.S. policymakers, and the top ranks 
of Iraqi government. His two decades of international and commercial practice representing 
Fortune 500 companies in aerospace, defense, and other industries have prepared him to 
negotiate agreements between Iraq and the United States, and guide cross-border commer-
cial transactions that interweave different systems of law.
Mills credits his law school courses with inspiring his involvement in international affairs. 
The most challenging aspect of his work, he says, is communicating complex legal reali-
ties clearly, on the spot, to clients and stakeholders, despite profound differences in culture, 
language, and systems of law. “It’s a skill that has enabled me to do the rather arcane work 
I do in Iraq, in neighboring countries, and in Africa,” he says. Today, he spends 25 percent 
of his time in Iraq, and his law firm represents parties operating in other conflict zones. 
“We don’t know what the next area of conflict will be,” he adds, “but if it’s in the Middle 
East or Africa—and the United States or United Nations intervenes—there’s a strong likeli-
hood that we will be involved. We’ll be there for our clients, and they’ll be loyal to us.” x
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Front-Row Seats 
to History
For alumni in the Foreign Service, work is  
a heady mix of diplomacy, negotiation, chaos,  
and constant change.
 
biggest challenges she faces are the embassy’s 
security restrictions, which limit her mobility. 
“It’s a beautiful country,” she says, “but I’m not 
going hiking along the border with Afghanistan.” 
Ter Haar says her work to date, which is to cover 
economic issues—including promoting U.S. policy 
on intellectual property rights, transportation, and 
telecommunications—has been eye-opening. 
“Pakistan recently held an auction to bring 3G into 
the country, which is huge,” ter Haar says. “Once 
you get mobile 3G, millions of people will have 
access to the Internet. This is exciting to see.
“There are a lot of recovering lawyers in the 
Foreign Service,” she adds. “I’m a more unusual 
case in that I went straight into this career.”
Coming up on partner after seven years in 































































































































uring both war and peacetime, the U.S. 
Department of State has representatives in 
more than 200 countries around the world. 
Its mission is “to shape and sustain a peaceful, 
prosperous, just, and democratic world, and foster 
conditions for stability and progress for the benefit 
of the American people and people everywhere.” 
Along with a desire to realize this goal, those 
who make successful careers in the Foreign 
Service must be comfortable with the linguis-
tic, cultural, political, and security challenges 
they invariably face with each new assign-
ment, which can be as often as every two years. 
Many UC Hastings alumni have chosen this 
path—including the late ambassador to Libya 
J. Christopher Stevens ’89—and those featured 
in these pages have served in some of the most 
demanding places on the planet: China, Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and Ukraine, among others.
After graduating from UC Hastings and spend-
ing two years as a Presidential Management 
Fellow with the State Department, Mia Francesca 
ter Haar ’08 joined the Foreign Service. She 
is now halfway through her second tour, in 
Islamabad, Pakistan. She says that some of the 
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Diane Sovereign ’93, 
cultural attaché at 
the U.S. Embassy in 
Ottawa, Canada.
she says. “You could see the trade-offs China was 
making to build infrastructure rapidly and give 
people jobs. But it came at the cost of destroying 
the environment. That’s still the situation today.” 
One of the challenges of working in China, 
she adds, is the complicated diplomatic relation-
ship the country has with the United States. 
“We have a lot of friction points on a day-to-day 
basis,” she says, “and the embassy takes the 
brunt of it.” After working in Beijing for four 
years as a public diplomacy officer, she became 
the consul general in Wuhan, in central China. 
Sovereign credits her legal education with 
teaching her how to be a diplomat: determin-
ing the most salient data points, briefing others, 
negotiating, researching, and writing. “Many 
people go to law school because they are inter-
ested in social justice careers,” she says. “But in 
figure out if this is what I really wanted to do, 
and my sense was that it wasn’t.” Sovereign is 
now the cultural attaché at the U.S. Embassy in 
Ottawa, Canada.
Sovereign’s first tour in the Foreign Service was 
with the U.S. Mission to NATO, in Brussels. She 
then volunteered to go to Iraq for a six-month 
post in Mosul.
“It was a chaotic time and hard to do real diplo-
macy,” Sovereign says. “The State Department 
wanted to establish a land and property rights 
reclamation office there. People were burn-
ing each other off their lands. By creating a 
system for storing property claim documents, 
we believed they would feel more secure. This 
quelled some of the violence.”
Sovereign’s next post was China. “The 
economy was developing at an incredible pace,” 
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the Foreign Service, you can serve the greater 
good and also have a wonderful quality of life.”
Mary Noel Pepys ’78 has worked in more 
than 40 countries around the world, developing 
democratic systems as a rule of law adviser to the 
U.S. Department of State, USAID, the American 
Bar Association, the World Bank, and the United 
Nations Development Programme. Just this past 
year, she worked in Ukraine, Kosovo, and Russia. 
In 1993, Pepys decided she “wanted to be 
where the political action was. For me,” she says, 
“it was in Eastern Europe and the former Soviet 
Union following the demise of Communism.” She 
left her practice in San Francisco and moved to 
Bulgaria, where she represented the American 
Bar Association Rule of Law Initiative. She had 
intended to stay for just six months, but instead 
continued to work in Latvia, Slovakia, Ukraine, 
Kazakhstan, and Croatia. “It was five spectacular 
years working with justice officials who were 
eager to implement democratic reforms,” she says.
Dozens of locations later, including such 
disparate countries as Papua New Guinea and 
Mongolia, Pepys is still bringing the rule of law 
to foreign countries. In early 2008, she began 
a 20-month assignment working as the justice 
adviser at the U.S. Embassy in Afghanistan, 
overseeing a multimillion-dollar program aimed 
at developing and strengthening that country’s 
criminal justice and corrections systems. Unlike 
all other countries where Pepys was able to 
immerse herself in the legal culture by freely 
visiting justice officials, attorneys and judges, 
law professors, and law students in their offices, 
Pepys was restricted from such meetings in 
Afghanistan without prior security approval, and 
“I wanted to be where the  
political action was. For me,  
it was in Eastern Europe and  
the former Soviet Union follow-
ing the demise of Communism.”
—MARY NOEL PEPYS ’78 
Above, from left: Mia Francesca ter Haar ‘08 and her colleague, Hilary 
Dauer, at a meeting with H. Mustafa, the regent of Kudus, in central 
Java. Below: A flak jacket–clad Mary Noel Pepys ’78 on assignment in 
Afghanistan, where she assisted in the development of criminal justice 
and corrections systems.











required protective gear and an armored vehicle.
Despite these challenges, Pepys found the work 
exhilarating. “Developing the rule of law is my 
passion,” she says. “I am grateful to UC Hastings 
for the education I received, which prepared me 
for this incredible opportunity.”
Brad Parker ’93 agrees with Pepys about the 
thrill of working in the Foreign Service. A litigator 
for six years before joining the service in 1999, he 
is the deputy political counselor in Ukraine, hav-
ing previously worked in Hong Kong, Colombia, 
and Taiwan.
He arrived in Ukraine in August 2011, before 
the country became a political tinderbox. “Until 
last November, it was a difficult place to work but 
not a bad place to live,” he says. Circumstances 
took a dramatic turn in February, when the 
government opened fire on citizens in Kyiv, killing 
roughly 100 people. He and embassy colleagues 
observed the situation 24 hours a day. “We 
wanted the government to know that we were 
closely monitoring the situation,” he says. 
“It is still very tense,” Parker adds. “Despite the 
success of the May election, there is instability 
in eastern Ukraine and no clear resolution.” He 
supports the ambassador, reports on events, and 
hosts visiting congressional delegations. “We 
now are planning how to best support the new 
government,” Parker says. With his stint drawing 
to a close, he is preparing for his next assign-
ment, in China.
“Being in the Foreign Service is like having 
a front-row seat to history,” adds Parker, echo-
ing the sentiments of his colleagues. “We meet 
important people and, in some small way, get to 






























































































































Brad Parker ‘93, 
deputy political 
 counselor in Ukraine.
Perspectives on  
Judge Advocate Service
UC Hastings alumni describe the rewards and 
challenges of working as military attorneys.
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F
rom defending troops in court and enforcing the Uniform Code of Military Justice, to 
training lawyers overseas, military attorneys are committed to service 24/7. Military 
attorneys, or judge advocates, say they are constantly honing their skills in conditions 
that can be challenging, enlightening, and dangerous. 
Joey Lonjers ’10, a judge advocate at the Naval Air Station Patuxent River in Maryland, 
says she enjoys the diversity of duties that come with her job. In her role as a legal assistance 
attorney, she advises the station’s commanding officer and provides counsel on cases that 
include security violations, sexual assault, domestic violence, larceny, and DUI. 
“Military attorneys have a lot of responsibility early in their careers,” says Lonjers, who next 
year will relocate to Germany to work for the U.S. European Command. “I was seeing clients 
on my first days in the military—that never would have happened if I went to a regular law 
firm. That’s one reason I joined the military: I didn’t want to spend my first years as a lawyer 
searching for files in the basement of a huge law office.”
Marine judge advocate Yuwynn Ho ’09 has also had opportunities in the military that he 
never would have had as an attorney fresh out of law school. He deployed to Afghanistan 
for six months to work at NATO’s International Security Assistance Force headquarters 
as a protocol officer, coordinating the logistics of VIP travels. He also worked at the U.S. 
Embassy in Kabul on a project to help the Afghans develop commercial law. Upon his return, 
he spent two years as a defense counsel in the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Center in 
Twentynine Palms, California. He recently started a new assignment in San Diego as a series 
commander, supervising drill instructors in charge of training new recruits.
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‘09, during his 
recent tour 
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Claes Lewenhaupt ‘89, an 
Army colonel and judge 
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Daniel Burkhart ‘08,  
former defense counsel 
at Marine Air Corps 
Station New River.
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“I’ll miss the courtroom, but when you represent Marines, you feel the weight of their future 
on your shoulders,” says Ho. “If you lose, they could have a felony on their record and be con-
fined at the brig for a long time. Their career in the military is essentially over—along with 
their family’s sole source of income, in many cases. So when I lost a case, it wasn’t something 
I could easily wash my hands of.”
Daniel Burkhart ’08, who joined the Marines as a judge advocate in 2009, has also handled 
some cases that kept him up at night. As defense counsel at Marine Corps Air Station New 
River, North Carolina, Burkhart defended those accused of a wide variety of crimes, includ-
ing a number of sexual assault cases.
“There’s a popular notion that the military doesn’t care about sexual assault or is try-
ing to cover it up,” says Burkhart, who now works at the Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission in Washington, D.C. “But in my experience, it is taken extremely seriously 
because it offends the military’s sense of honor and dignity.” 
In fact, Burkhart says, even incidents in which the evidence is spotty are diligently inves-
tigated, making his role as defense counsel all the more essential. “I worried a lot about my 
clients in these instances,” he says, “because the military has no tolerance for that kind of 
behavior at all.”
Michael Maffei ’05 also describes the experience of military lawyers being accountable for 
the fortunes of others. He spent a year in Baghdad during the height of the surge, in 2007, as a 
lawyer in the Navy JAG Corps. Maffei reviewed cases of detainees captured on the battlefield 
to determine if they should be prosecuted or released. “I wasn’t banging down doors or shoot-
ing people, but it was very demanding. We were living in austere conditions and working 
seven days a week,” says Maffei, “but in the rearview mirror, I’m glad I had the experience.” 
Maffei is now an assistant district attorney in San Francisco, where he works on gang-
related cases. He credits UC Hastings’ Public Interest Career Assistance Program—which 
helps students who work in public service, including the military, repay education loans—for 
the direction his career has taken. “I don’t think I could have joined the military or taken the 
job at the District Attorney’s Office without that help because I’d have huge loans to repay. 
UC Hastings helps keep talented people in public service,” he says.
Claes Lewenhaupt ’89, an Army colonel and judge advocate at the Defense Intelligence 
Agency (DIA), provides legal advice to military attachés at more than 140 U.S. embassies 
around the world. “Military attachés, in their interaction with the host government, often find 
themselves involved in novel questions of international law and diplomatic immunity that 
require extensive coordination with the State Department,” he says. “But I also handle tra-
ditional ethics, administrative law, and military justice matters, such as whether an attaché 
should accept a $2,000 carpet from the chief of military in Bahrain.” 
Before joining the DIA, Lewenhaupt spent a year in Afghanistan as the lead trainer for the 
Ministry of Defense and Afghan National Army Legal Corps. He describes his mission to 
enhance the Afghan military justice and criminal investigative system as one of the high-
lights of his career, despite his many years of high-stakes litigation. “I’d tell the Afghani 
lawyers, ‘If you hold military members accountable when they  break the law, the Afghan 
military will gain the trust of the people, which enhances the legitimacy of  the government, 
and will give the country a chance to succeed,’” he says. 
The great-great-grandson of S.C. Hastings, who provided $100,000 to establish UC Hastings 
in 1878, Lewenhaupt is a lifetime member of the UC Hastings Board of Directors, an affiliation 
he’s proud of. “UC Hastings absolutely prepared me for my career. It gave me the confidence 
that I could do this work. UC Hastings is a living practice law school that prepares lawyers 
like myself for careers of service.” x 
hen it comes to battling military injustice, Rep. 
Jackie Speier, D-Hillsborough, has her boots on 
the ground—introducing legislation to reform the 
Uniform Code of Military Justice, the foundation 
of U.S. military law; advocating for underserved 
veterans (she has helped secure $4 million in 
individuals’ disability claims just in the past 
two years); and joining forces with traumatized service members 
and her many allies across the nation, including professors and 
students at her alma mater, to raise awareness and address the 
tragedy of sexual assaults in the U.S. military.
In these efforts, the outspoken Speier draws on courage and 
insights born of her remarkable life and career. She was a  
28-year-old aide to Rep. Leo Ryan in 1978, when the two journeyed 
with an official entourage to Guyana to investigate the Rev. Jim 
Jones’ religious cult of expatriates. She miraculously survived five 
gunshot wounds from the cultists’ armed attack. Ryan and six 
others were slain. Speier went on to be elected to the San Mateo 
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THIS FEARLESS CONGRESSWOMAN FIGHTS 
THE GOOD FIGHT ON BEHALF OF SURVIVORS 
OF SEXUAL ASSAULT IN THE ARMED SERVICES, 
MILITARY VETERANS—AND US ALL.
W
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“So much of what these convening 
authorities do is look at these cases in 
terms of themselves: Is this going to 
affect my ability to be promoted? Will 
it make me look bad that a rape 
happened on my watch?”
County Board of Supervisors and the 
California Legislature (Senate and 
Assembly), before winning her con-
gressional seat in 2008, in a district 
encompassing much the same terri-
tory as her mentor Ryan once served.
Among other assignments, Speier 
now sits on the House Armed Services 
Committee. High on her agenda is 
passage of the STOP (Sexual Assault 
Training Oversight and Prevention) 
Act, a bill she introduced that would 
create an independent office to over-
see, investigate, and prosecute military 
sexual assault cases. The office—
made up of military and civilian 
experts, including a chief prosecutor—
would be removed from the military’s 
customary chain of command. 
In this Q&A, Speier surveys the pros-
pects for this and other institutional 
changes she is eager to make happen 
in the armed services and beyond. 
What inspired your focus on the 
issue of sexual assaults in the 
military?
It dates back to my years in the State 
Legislature. I carried some significant 
pieces of legislation around domes-
tic violence and rape. When I got to 
Congress, one of the first hearings I 
attended was an oversight session on 
how the Sexual Assault Prevention 
and Response Office was handling 
sexual assault in the military. Frankly, 
I was astonished at how backward 
the discussion was, like a Mad Men 
episode, with commentary about 
attire and alcohol, as if that explained 
the incidents of rape. 
Shortly thereafter—I can remember 
it like it was yesterday—I was on the 
plane coming home from D.C., read-
ing a legal complaint filed by attorney 
Susan Burke, including stories of vic-
tim survivors, and thinking, “I can’t 
believe this is going on, in America, 
in the military today.” And so I made 
a commitment then and there that I 
was going to do something about it. 
Because I wasn’t then on the 
Armed Services Committee, I had 
to decide how I was going to give 
this issue the airtime, the veloc-
ity it needed. So I started telling 
the stories of these survivors on the 
House floor. I’ve told over 30 of them 
now. I thought, “Can I really use these 
raw and violent words on the House 
floor?” Then I decided I’m not going 
to soften what is a violent crime.
That was the start of my work in 
this cause. In 2011, I introduced the 
STOP Act and reintroduced it in 2013. 
We have made progress—at last 
count, we nearly won Armed Services 
Committee approval by a 28-33 vote—
but we have not yet taken these cases 
out of the chain of command. But I will 
say that when I started this campaign, 
no one knew that the entire system 
was beholden to the chain of com-
mand, and everybody knows today.
You have said that sexual 
assaults are “an epidemic” in the 
military and that the system “is 
broken.” What are some telling 
signs of its failure?
The fact that, according to recent 
Department of Defense estimates 
some would argue are not accurate, 
26,000 sexual assaults occur a year, 
and only 500 go to court-martial, and 
about 250 carry some sentence time in 
jail. There’s also the fact that so many 
of these victim survivors, who want to 
make a career in the military, are then 
involuntarily honorably discharged.
Remember: These crimes happen 
to men and women, and this is not 
simply about sex. This is about impos-
ing power and authority over people. 
I can’t understand why we have a 
Uniform Code of Military Justice that 
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“It’s about improving 
the quality of life for 
everyone, particularly 
for vulnerable  
populations. That’s 
what government is 
there to do. If we’re 
not making noise and 
we’re not making 
people uncomfortable, 
then we’re not doing 
our job.”
“Whether it’s sexual 
assault in the military 
or sexual assault on 
a college campus, it 
leaves a scar that’s 
there for the rest of 
survivors’ lives. We 
have to do everything 
in our power to scrub 
this disgrace from 
those two systems and 
from everywhere.”
is so biased: It truly is set up to provide 
the greatest protection to the defen-
dant and not the victim. 
About your STOP legislation: Why 
is it so important to get discretion 
for prosecuting these cases out of 
the chain of command—out of the 
hands of commanders?
Imagine having someone in author-
ity, with no legal training, making 
the decision whether to move for-
ward with the investigation of a case 
or the prosecution of a case. Imagine 
having good military character—the 
“good soldier” defense—be sufficient 
to mitigate the offense altogether 
or to mitigate the sentence. Until 
Congress overturned it last year, the 
convening authority had the power 
to basically erase a court-martial’s 
sentencing decisions, just like those 
little Etch A Sketch games we used 
to play with as kids. So much of 
what these convening authorities 
do is look at these cases in terms of 
themselves: Is this going to affect my 
ability to be promoted? Will it make 
me look bad that a rape happened on 
my watch?
What will it take to bring about 
the institutional changes in mili-
tary justice you think are needed?
I’ve always said this is a marathon, 
not a sprint—I mean, I’m going 
against the military-industrial com-
plex! But I think the tide is turning. 
The kinds of cases that have occurred 
have been so outrageous. 
House Armed Services Committee 
members, for instance, typically have 
military bases or defense contrac-
tors in their district, so they are loath 
to challenge, or can sometimes be 
persuaded by, the military. Yet so 
many of them have said to me, “You 
know, it’s just too much. The weight 
of traditional arguments just doesn’t 
pass muster any more.”
What other issues are big on your 
political radar right now?
I’m also very concerned about sexual 
assault on college campuses and have 
introduced bipartisan legislation to 
address it. Twenty percent of females 
will be sexually assaulted or a victim 
of attempted assault while they’re in 
college, so that’s another broken sys-
tem. I’ve met with the chancellor of UC 
Berkeley and victim survivors. I’ve sent 
a bipartisan letter to the Department of 
Education trying to get them to make 
their actions more transparent when 
they’re doing investigations. I’ve also 
met with U.S.News & World Report to 
try to get them to consider such data 
as part of their rankings. Whether it’s 
sexual assault in the military or sexual 
assault on a college campus, it leaves a 
scar that’s there for the rest of survi-
vors’ lives. We have to do everything in 
our power to scrub this disgrace from 
those two systems and from every-
where. It’s something that is important 
to the way society moves forward 
generally. The respect we have for 
each other—regardless of gender—has 
got to be a priority.
The hallmark of your career 
is your willingness to take on 
tough issues like these. How do 
you maintain your passion and 
commitment?
I have never been engaged in the leg-
islative process for any reason but to 
create change. It’s not about dotting 
i’s and crossing t’s. It’s about improv-
ing the quality of life for everyone, 
particularly for vulnerable popula-
tions. That’s what government is there 
to do. If we’re not making noise and 
we’re not making people uncomfort-
able, then we’re not doing our job.
UC HASTINGS   49
{ THE LAW OF WAR & PEACE }
[ Jackie Speier ’76 ]
’13
Hilary Briscoe published 
“Out to Africa,” a personal 
essay about her adventure 
studying law in Cape 
Town, South Africa, in the 
February edition of California 
Lawyer magazine. / Timothy 
Lepore joined the law 
firm Kornblum, Cochran, 
Erickson, & Harbison, at its 
San Francisco office, where 
Guy O. Kornblum ‘66, is the 
principal partner. The firm 
has offices in San Francisco 
and Santa Rosa, with the 
San Francisco office focusing 
on insurance litigation for 
policyholders. / Robert 
Lustig (MSL) has published 
a new book, The Fat Chance 
Cookbook, which was featured 
in the New York Times’ “Well” 
column.
’12
Matthew Peck joined Hanson 
Bridgett as an associate. / 
Azadeh Zohrabi spoke in 
San Francisco on Nov. 8 
alongside Robert H. King 
of the Angola Three, who 
was released in 2001 after 29 
years in solitary confinement. 
Zohrabi has worked for 
nearly 10 years advocating 
for those inside California’s 
prisons. She was awarded a 
Soros Justice Fellowship to 
work with Legal Services for 
Prisoners With Children on 
minimizing the use of long-
term solitary confinement in 
California.  
’10
Alan Bishop joined Hanson 
Bridgett as an associate. 
He is also a licensed civil 
engineer, and joins the firm’s 
real estate and construction 
practice group. / Ryan C. 
Hughes published a piece on 
niche legal practices for the 
American Bar Association. 
Ryan is an ERISA and 
election law attorney at 
Reich, Adell & Cvitan 
who also represents a DIY 
jam-making business. / 
Tomoko Kamikawa (LLM) 
writes: “I returned to 
Japan and am working in 
Osaka. I participate in the 
International Committee of 
Osaka Bar Association and 
served as a member of the 
project team of The Hague 
Convention on International 
Child Abduction.” / Ryan 
Young, legal counsel with 
the Greenlining Institute, 
published an op-ed in the 
San Francisco Chronicle on 
climate change. 
class 
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’09
Allan Duong writes: “I am 
married with two adorable 
daughters, Alessandra and 
Emmaline. I am currently 
in an exciting biotech/
pharmaceutical patent 
prosecution practice. I 
co-founded a pharmaceutical 
manufacturing startup, 
and am involved with the 
San Francisco Sister City 
Committee and a hepatitis B 
nonprofit in Vietnam.” /  
In March, Carla Federis 
began as an associate at 
Federis & Associates Law 
Offices. Founded more than 
20 years ago, the firm is one 
of the leading law firms in 
the Philippines, specializing 
in intellectual property law. /  
Karen Sibley writes: “I 
recently completed an LLM 
in German and international 
law at the University of 
Cologne, Germany, and 
married Dr. Thomas Dörfler 
on April 28.”
’08
Lisa Mak writes: “I recently 
celebrated my two-year 
anniversary at my firm, 
Lawless & Lawless, in 
San Francisco, exclusively 
representing workers in 
employment litigation. In 
my spare time, I serve on 
the Community Services 
Committee of the Asian 
American Bar Association; 
the Diversity Committee of 
the California Employment 
Lawyers Association 
(CELA); and the Young 
Professionals Board of 
Jumpstart Northern 
California, a nonprofit 
dedicated to eliminating 
the achievement gap for 
preschool-age children.” 
/ Andrew Ziaja joined 
the San Francisco office 
of Leonard Carder. He 
most recently taught at the 
University of Arizona’s 
School of Government & 
Public Policy, before which 
he earned an MPA from 
Sciences Po Paris and served 
as an attorney-adviser for the 
United States Department 
of Labor, Office of 
Administrative Law Judges.
’06
Amanda Beck was named 
a shareholder of Gagen, 
McCoy, McMahon, Koss, 
Markowitz, and Raines, in 
Danville. She joined the 
firm in 2007, where she 
enjoys a combination of civil 
litigation and business and 
contract transactional work, 
handling an array of matters 
in areas such as employment, 
education, business, and 
intellectual property. 
’05
Andrew Azarmi and his wife, 
Jowie Garcia, welcomed  
their first child, son Drew. /  
Elizabeth Masson has 
joined Hanson Bridgett as 
an associate. / Susan Swan 
was recently elected, in a 
competitive race, to a three-
year term on the board of 
directors of Lawyers Club 
of San Diego. Lawyers Club 
of San Diego is a specialty 
bar association dedicated 
to the advancement of 
women in law and society. 
She practices plaintiff ’s 
employment litigation at 
Gruenberg Law in San 
Diego. / Kristi Walton was 
elected to the partnership  
of Davis Graham & Stubbs 
in Denver.
Andrew Ziaja ’08
Giving Ex-Offenders a Fair Chance
Noah Frigault ’13 authored an op-ed in the Daily Journal about the Fair Chance 
Act, the San Francisco legislation aimed at preventing discrimination in both private 
employment and affordable housing based on conviction history. Noah worked on 
the legislation with city leaders as part of his work as a Bridge Fellow with the San 
Francisco Human Rights Commission. “The growing number of those with arrest 
and conviction records, mostly for minor, nonviolent drug offenses, means more 
and more qualified individuals are shut out of work, housing, and public benefits,” 
Noah wrote. “It is widely accepted that steady employment and stable housing are 
vital factors in determining whether a person with a criminal record will reoffend.”
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’04
Eric Han writes: “After 
practicing corporate and 
entertainment law for 
nine years, I joined the 
Foreign Service for the U.S. 
Department of State in July 
2013. This July 2014, I will 
have the opportunity to use 
my drafting/negotiating 
skills as a political/economics 
officer in our mission to 
Georgia (Tbilisi Embassy).” / 
Alphonse Provinziano  
writes: “I was married 
to Katie Marie Vaughan 
on March 29 in Auburn, 
California. I moved my 
practice focusing on family 
law, criminal defense, 
and personal injury from 
Huntington Beach to Beverly 
Hills on July 1. I was featured 
in the June issue of California 
Lawyer in the ‘Rocket Man’ 
article, offering my opinion 
on Internet marketing 
opportunities for lawyers.” / 
Emily Schmid was appointed 
as chief operating officer 
for Credit Suisse Energy 
Infrastructure Partners 
(CSEIP) in Zurich. CSEIP 
manages investment 
products that directly invest 
into energy infrastructure 
assets and projects 
throughout Europe. / 
Daniel Schweitzer writes: 
“I own and operate my 
own business tutoring for 
the California bar exam. 
In addition to occasional 
workshops for UC Hastings’ 
Academic Support Program, 
I have been tutoring both 
first-time and repeat test 
takers since 2005. In August, 
I married my partner, Jeff, 
of 11 years. Following an 
intimate ceremony, we will 
honeymoon in Canada and 
Europe.” / In 2013, Lauren 
Greenberg Wanderman 
became certified as a family 
law specialist by the State 
Bar of California. In 2014, 
she became the chair of 
the San Mateo County Bar 
Association Women Lawyer’s 
Section.
’03
Jesse Adams opened his own 
practice in September 2013 
in Oakland, specializing 
in criminal defense and 
immigration. / Christine 
Hoburg is a partner at Kelley 
& Farren, an estate planning 
firm serving Bay Area clients 
for over 40 years. She lives 
in Novato with her husband 
and two children. / Christina 
“Tina” Schmieding Marroquin 
was named to the board of 
directors of Lutheran Family 
Services of Nebraska. She is 
a partner with Pollack & Ball 
in Lincoln, Nebraska /  
Bradley R. Marsh was 
appointed to the Law360 Tax 
Editorial Advisory Board. 
He also serves as chair of the 
executive committee of the 
Taxation Section of the State 
Bar of California. He was 
quoted in the May 5, 2014, 
New York Post, in a story 
headlined “Sterling Could 
Reap Tax Benefit with Sale 
of Clippers.” 
’02
Lisa Marie Black writes: “I am 
now the associate director 
for employer relations at the 
UC Hastings Career Office. 
Through this position I work 
to bring in more employment 
opportunities for our 
students and graduates. My 
husband, Rob Black, recently 
became senior director of 
community relations at 
Pacific Gas and Electric, 
overseeing the company’s 
volunteer and charitable 
initiatives.” / Lauren Dodge 
was named a shareholder of 
Gagen, McCoy, McMahon, 
Koss, Markowitz, and 
Raines in Danville. Lauren’s 
practice focuses on criminal 
and juvenile defense, writs 
and appeals, expungement, 
and professional licensing 
defense. / Adam Gill is a 
principal at Gerchen Keller 
Capital, an investment 
firm that provides capital 
to companies and law firms 
involved in commercial 
litigation. Adam is 
responsible for the selection, 
diligence, and underwriting 
of Gerchen Keller’s patent 
investments. / Gregory 
Korbel was named to 
the board of directors of 
Neighborhood Housing 
Services of Silicon Valley. He 
is a partner at Miller Morton 
Caillat & Nevis in San Jose. /  
Jason Mayo writes: “After 
six years as a labor negotiator 
and employee relations officer 
with the Human Resources 
office of the Administrative 
Office of the Courts (AOC), 
I have accepted a position 
as an education attorney 
with the AOC’s Center for 
Judiciary Education and 
Research. I’ll be assisting 
California’s judicial officers 
in developing courses 
and continuing education 
opportunities for their peers 
statewide.” / Sarah Nix was 
named a shareholder of 
Gagen, McCoy, McMahon, 
Koss, Markowitz, and 
Raines, in Danville. She is 
a certified legal specialist in 
Christine Hoburg ’03
Lisa Marie Black ’02
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estate planning, trust, and 
probate law. / Shigh Sapp is 
consul at the U.S. Embassy 
in Cape Verde. / Minal 
Tapadia writes: “I am starting 
my third year of orthopedic 
surgery residency at UC 
Irvine, and was awarded the 
2014 Orthopedic Research 
Educational Foundation 
Resident Clinician Scientist 
Grant. Not sure yet how to 
combine my background 
in law and medicine, but 
considering either patent 
or venture capital work 
in addition to starting a 
practice.” 
’01
Chelsea Bonini opened 
her own firm, Kiski Law, 
in August 2010. Chelsea 
was appointed a school 
board trustee in the San 
Mateo–Foster City School 
District in December 2013. 
/ Shaye Diveley has joined 
the Meyers Nave land use 
and environmental practice 
group. She litigates and 
counsels on issues related to 
IN MEMORIAM
Jim Ponichtera ’96 passed away on June 2, 2014. He was the 
longtime marketing director, communications, at Stroock & Stroock 
& Lavan.
Retired Alameda County Superior Court Judge Jennie Rhine ’69 died 
on May 11, 2014. She graduated first in her class and went into private 
practice on civil rights cases, including representing Native Americans 
arrested in the 1973 Wounded Knee protest in South Dakota.
Ronald William Johnson ’67 passed away on May 21, 2014. 
He practiced in Glenwood Springs, Colorado, for many years before 
returning to California to specialize in family law. He retired in 2004.
William Francis Garman ’62 passed away Feb. 14, 2014. He was 
a respected trial attorney and taught at Western State College of Law. 
Raymond Clark Clayton Sr. ’60 passed away on Dec. 27, 2013. 
He started his career in the Orange County District Attorney’s Office 
and then entered private practice in family law.
Richard “Dick” A. Hickman ’52 passed away after a long illness 
on May 1, 2014. He served as the city attorney of Thousand Oaks in 
Ventura County. He was a pilot for the U.S. Army Air Corps during 
World War II.
Chelsea Bonini ’01
water quality, endangered 
species, land use, and related 
issues. She previously was at 
Morrison & Foerster. / Ray 
Mueller was selected as the 
new mayor of Menlo Park by 
the City Council. Ray had 
served as vice mayor. In his 
acceptance speech, he said 
he was “a little bit excited, 
a little nervous, and very 
grateful” to serve as mayor. 
He was first elected to the 
City Council in 2012. / Rona 
Rathod writes: “After 10 
years in the Foreign Service, 
the State Department is 
sending me to the Woodrow 
Wilson School at Princeton 
University to do a master’s 
in public policy. This follows 
postings in Afghanistan, 
India, Lithuania, and West 
Africa. I’ll be working in 
Washington, D.C., on 
energy policy at the State 
Department after Princeton.” 
’00
Dean Fealk, a partner in 
the San Francisco office of 
DLA Piper, has been named 
an official trade adviser 
in a joint appointment by 
U.S. Trade Representative 
Michael Froman and U.S. 
Secretary of Commerce Ray Mueller ’01
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leader, and sub pilot. He 
recently partnered with a 
former NASA astronaut 
to launch Blue Marble 
Exploration. He has also 
formed a new venture capital 
fund, Nuon Ventures, 




Barry M. Appell, a partner 
at Appell Shapiro in 
Los Angeles, practices 
employment litigation. His 
son, Ian, who was born 
in Barry’s first year at UC 
Hastings, is now 21 and 
in college; Barry’s younger 
daughter, Sierra, 17, starts 
college this year. / Brian 
McAllister writes: “After 
19 years as a corporate 
lawyer, including the last 
nine at CBRE Group as 
deputy general counsel, 
I transitioned out of law 
last year and into the 
company’s Global Corporate 
Development group. I drive 
our acquisitions in Asia-
Pacific, as well as acquisition/
Penny Pritzker. Dean 
will serve on the Industry 
Trade Advisory Committee 
(ITAC) on Information 
and Communications 
Technologies, Services, and 
Electronic Commerce. The 
ITAC links industry and 
the U.S. government in 
formulating the trade policy 
of the United States. The 
industry advisers serving on 
the ITAC provide valuable 
input as the administration 
advances its trade agenda 
to improve economic 
opportunities for America’s 
businesses, workers, and 
consumers. / Eugene Ryu was 
profiled in Hyphen magazine 
for his work on the board of 
the Korean American Bar 
Association of Northern 
California, where he leads 
the pro bono committee. / 
After practicing family law 
for nearly a decade in the 
Bay Area, Sandro Tuzzo 
has launched a new legal 
startup called Legal Passage. 
Legal Passage provides legal 
consultation to clients in 
family law matters using 
a flexible and affordable 
template, allowing for online 
consultation and cloud-based 
assistance with documents. 
Sandro’s goal is to provide 
an option to the often costly 
family law process. He 
lives in Oakland with his 
wife, Miranda; 2-year-old 
daughter, Gia; and dog, 
Blondy.
’99
Florence McClain joined the 
San Francisco office of Lewis 
Brisbois Bisgaard & Smith in 
December 2013 as a partner.
’98
Veronica McGregor moved 
her corporate practice to 
Hogan Lovells. / Sarah 
Weinstein writes: “I’m 
finishing a two-year 
clinical internship at the 
Psychotherapy Institute in 
Berkeley and will open a 
private practice in Rockridge, 
Oakland, in the fall. This 
completes my transition 
from big-firm lawyer to 
psychotherapist that began 
when I went back to graduate 
school. I look forward to 
serving lawyers and other 
professionals.”
’97
Gary Watt was chosen as 
the Appellate Attorney of 
the Year by Corporate INTL 
magazine. He is a partner 
with Archer Norris in 
Walnut Creek and directs 
the UC Hastings Appellate 
Project.
’96
Philip Besirof, managing 
partner of Morrison & 
Foerster’s San Francisco 
office, was profiled in the 
San Francisco Business Times. 
He is a partner in the 
firm’s securities litigation, 
enforcement, and white-
collar criminal defense group.
/ Ruth E. Burdick was 
appointed as deputy assistant 
general counsel with the 
National Labor Relations 
Board in the Division of 
Enforcement Litigation’s 
Appellate and Supreme 
Court Litigation Branch. / 
Rachel Ehrlich was named 
vice president and chief 
claims officer for CAMICO, 
the nation’s largest CPA–
focused program of insurance 
and risk management. The 
company is based in San 
Mateo. / Bryan Vereschagin 
was certified as a lifetime 
member of the Million 
Dollar Advocates Forum 
and Multi-Million Dollar 
Advocates Forum. He 
has his own firm in San 
Francisco where he represents 
individuals in unlawful 
discrimination, harassment, 
and retaliation cases. He also 
handles personal injury and 
fraud cases.
’95
Now living in Atlanta, 
Guillermo Sohnlein is an 
ocean explorer, expedition 
Philip Besirof ’96
Brian McAllister ’94
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investment activities related 
to companies in the Americas 
focused on data or technology 
solutions. It has been a lot of 
fun exercising new muscles, 
but in an area that is very 
familiar.” / Lauriann Wright 
formed Wright Kim Law in 
Pasadena in 2011 with her 
husband, David Kim, as her 
law partner. She has been 
elected a Super Lawyer in 
estate and trust litigation 
three years running: 2012, 
2013, and 2014. Since 2011, 
her firm has grown to five 
attorneys plus support staff.
’92
Carl Ciochon, a partner with 
Wendel Rosen, was elected to 
the board of City CarShare.
’91
Pam Fulmer joined the San 
Francisco office of Arent 
Fox and is a partner in the 
complex litigation group 
specializing in IP and related 
commercial litigation.
’90
Eduardo Angeles was named 
as the FAA’s associate 
administrator for airports. 
Eduardo told Asian Journal 
that he is “truly honored 
and humbled” to be an 
FAA administrator under 
President Barack Obama’s 
administration. “I am now a 
fabric of American history, as 
a member of the team of the 
first African-American U.S. 
president,” Eduardo says.
’89
Linda Bertolucci MacLeod 
and Bruce MacLeod ‘87 have 
been married for 21 years and 
live in San Jose with their 
two teenagers, Jillian and 
Ian. Linda has been a partner 
with Morgan, Franich, 
Fredkin & Marsh for 12 
years, practicing litigation in 
all areas, including business, 
employment, probate, 
and ADA compliance. 
Bruce is senior counsel at 
Willoughby, Stuart, and 
Bening, and practices general 
business and professional 
malpractice litigation. / In 
January, Monica Castillo 
commenced a three-year 
term as a director on the 
board of the San Mateo 
County Bar Association. / 
Adam King has published 
his first book, Idaho 
Condominiums & Townhomes. 
/ Ann Reavis writes: “2014 
is a year of publishing for 
me. January—Italian Food 
Rules. February—Murder at 
Mountain Vista. July—Italian 
Life Rules. November—
French Food Rules. 2014 also 
marks 16 years of living in 
Florence, Italy. Those years 
produced a touring company 
and a popular travel blog, 
www.tuscantraveler.com. 
2015 will find me living in 
Washington, D.C.”
’88
Leading personal genetics 
company 23andMe 
appointed Kathy Hibbs as 
chief legal and regulatory 
Making the Transbay Transit Center Project a Reality
Maria Ayerdi-Kaplan ’93, executive director of the Transbay Joint Powers Author-
ity, was inducted into the Lambda Alpha International Honorary Society for the 
Advancement of Land Economics. She was honored for her accomplishment 
in securing more than $2 billion in funding to bring the Transbay Transit Center 
Project, now under construction, to fruition. The authority’s work will result in the 
tallest building ever constructed in San Francisco, rising more than 1,000 feet in 
height, and a retail and mixed-use complex of over 2 million square feet of space.
Lauriann Wright ’94 Eduardo Angeles ’90
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officer. / Michael MacPhail 
is continuing to expand 
his securities litigation 
practice at Faegre Baker 
Daniels in Denver, where 
he defends clients involved 
in SEC investigations and 
shareholder litigation. / 
Mary Jo Quinn was selected 
as this year’s recipient of the 
Chicago Bar Foundation’s 
Outstanding Corporate 
Counsel Award, endowed 
by Exelon Corporation. The 
award was presented at the 
Chicago Bar Association 
and Chicago Bar Foundation 
16th Annual Pro Bono and 
Public Service Awards 
Luncheon on July 15, 2014. 
/ Gene Rodrigues was 
named vice president of 
ICF International, a leading 
provider of consulting 
services and technology 
solutions to government and 
commercial clients.
’87
Marc S. Hurd writes: “Tiedt 
& Hurd recently celebrated 
its seventh anniversary by 
expanding into larger office 




Tiela Chalmers has been 
named the new CEO of 
the Alameda County Bar 
Association. Prior to joining 
the bar, she coordinated the 
Shriver Housing Project 
in Los Angeles, the largest 
of the Civil Gideon pilot 
projects in California. /  
Julian J. Pardini is the 
administrative partner of 
the San Francisco office of 
Lewis, Brisbois, Bisgaard 
& Smith. He is also vice 
chair of the firm-wide 
insurance coverage and bad 
faith practice group. His 
wife, Jane Crowley Pardini, 
works at the California 
Department of Justice in the 
Privacy Enforcement and 
Protection Unit, and will 
be beginning UC Berkeley 
Law’s LLM program in 
the fall, concentrating on 
law and technology. They 
are the very proud parents 
of three children. Their 
oldest son is a rising 2L at 
Harvard Law School, their 
second son is a senior at UC 
Berkeley, and their daughter 
has completed her senior 
year of high school in San 
Francisco. The family lives 
in Tiburon. / Elise Traynum, 
general counsel of UC 
Hastings, has been inducted 
into the College of Social 
and Behavioral Sciences Hall 
of Fame at California State 
University, San Bernardino. 
/ Katherine Zalewski, 
of Richmond, has been 
appointed to the California 
Workers’ Compensation 
Appeals Board. Katherine 
has served as chief counsel at 
the California Department 
of Industrial Relations 
since 2012, where she was 
a workers’ compensation 
administrative law judge and 
adviser to the Division of 
Workers’ Compensation from 
2009 to 2011.
’85
Steven Block was named a 
partner at Lazer, Aptheker, 
Rosella & Yedid. Steven 
practices in the areas of 
trusts, estates, and taxation. 
He is also a certified public 
accountant. / David Frank 
received the Attorney 
General’s Award for 
Exposing Hollywood’s Stereotypes of Asian-American Men 
San Francisco Public Defender Jeff Adachi ’85 produced a documentary that aired 
at the Sacramento Asian Pacific Film Festival on May 31. Jeff decided to confront 
media stereotypes of Asian-American men, and wrote, directed, and produced 
The Slanted Screen, a documentary about Asian men and their long history of lim-
ited and typecast roles in film and on TV. “I came to know quite a few actors, and 
what was astonishing to me was that they were in this Catch-22,” Jeff told the 
Sacramento News & Review. “They had very few roles to go for, but then they had 
stereotypical roles,” Jeff says. “Then they were criticized by the [Asian] community 
for playing those roles.”
Elise Traynum ’86
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Distinguished Service for his 
work in the U.S. Department 
of Justice’s investigation of 
GlaxoSmithKline, which 
resulted in a $3 billion 
criminal and civil resolution, 
the largest health care 
fraud settlement in U.S. 
history. / Jeffrey Makoff 
was appointed co-vice chair 
of the Business Litigation 
Committee of the California 
State Bar Business Law 
Section, serving a three-
year term. / Fram Virjee 
has been named executive 
vice chancellor and general 
counsel of California State 
University. 
’84
Philip Kearney was named a 
2013 California Lawyer of 
the Year. Philip is the author 
of Under the Blue Flag: My 
Mission in Kosovo, a book 
about his experiences as a 
United Nations war crimes 
prosecutor in the Balkans.
’83
Sergio Gutierrez, chief  
judge of Idaho’s Court of 
Appeals, was the keynote 
speaker at graduation at the 
College of Southern Idaho. 
Sergio says his proudest 
accomplishment was earning 
his General Equivalency 
Diploma while in the Job 
Corps. / Larry Lowe has 
joined Artemis Internet as 
director of legal affairs. He 
previously worked in the 
legal department at Apple 
for 17 years. / Ellen Staley 
Lussier has been working in 
the Office of Planned Giving 
at Stanford University for 
the past eight years. / Patrick 
Mattimore wrote an op-ed 
for the Contra Costa Times, 
arguing that California’s 
public universities should 
once again consider race and 
ethnicity in admissions. /  
Nicholas Ware writes: “I 
am a software industry 
license compliance attorney 
managing Latin America 
for SAP. I also have a 
modest law practice in 
Miami, working with Latin 
American investors in U.S. 
real estate. I travel frequently 
in Latin America and spend 
my free time sailing on 
Biscayne Bay. So it’s pretty 
much an unchanged life since 
law school. Earlier I was a 
CIA officer and spent some 
years in Southeast Asia, 
but I’ve given that up, even 
though nobody believes me. I 
wish you all warm regards for 
2014 and beyond. I had great 
friends at UC Hastings.”
’82
Aaron B. Booth was invited 
to join the prestigious Claims 
Litigation and Management 
Alliance (CLM). CLM 
is a nonpartisan alliance 
of thousands of insurance 
companies, corporations, 
corporate counsel, litigation 
and risk managers, claims 
professionals, and attorneys. /  
Margaret Fujioka, the new 
mayor of Piedmont, was 
profiled in the Contra 
Costa Times. “I will walk 
in the shoes of these great 
mayors who preceded me, 
particularly the women 
mayors,” says Margaret, who 
is the first Asian-American 
woman to serve on the 
council. / Lee Pliscou writes: 
“I have been in Saipan, near 
Guam, with my family for 
about two years. This is a 
fascinating part of the world, 
with a rich history. I’m 
continuing to learn about the 
region through the lens of my 
work leading an NGO that 
provides free legal assistance 
throughout Micronesia. It’s 
a daily study in compare and 
contrast with legal aid on the 
mainland. And whenever I 
begin to think I know what’s 
going on, I receive a reminder 
that this part of the world 
really is different!” /  
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Susan Grody Ruben is a 
labor and employment 
arbitrator and mediator based 
in Cleveland. She teaches 
employment mediation at 
the Scheinman Institute 
on Conflict Resolution at 
Cornell University’s ILR 
School. She misses San 
Francisco and her UC 
Hastings friends but is 
getting to relive those days in 
part through her son, Daniel, 
who just finished his first 
year at Boston College Law 
School. / Julianne Sylva was 
elected Superior Court judge 
in Santa Clara County in the 
June 2014 primary election. 
’80
Tom Matsuda was named 
interim executive director of 
Hawaii Health Connector. 
Previously, Tom was ACA 
implementation manager 
with the Office of the 
Governor. / Jim Polk recently 
became of counsel in the San 
Francisco office of Smith, 
Currie, and Hancock. 
He will be focusing on 
construction matters. / James 
Wagstaffe was successful in 
persuading the California 
Supreme Court to admit 
undocumented immigrant 
Sergio Garcia as a member of 
the State Bar of California. 
“It’s a good lesson that 
becoming a lawyer should 
be based on the content 
of one’s character and not 
by characteristics of race, 
religion, national ancestry, or 
immigration status,” James 
says. 
’79
Marc Abramson celebrates 
his sixth year as managing 
attorney of Abramson, 
Murtaugh & Coghlan, the 
house counsel for Farmers 
Insurance Exchange in 
Chicago. He also oversees 
an office in Milwaukee. He 
continues to have fun and 
enjoy life with his lovely 
bride, Marla, and two sons, 
David and Michael, on 
Chicago’s North Shore. / 
Gov. Jerry Brown appointed 
R. Steven Lapham, to the 
state bench in Sacramento 
County. A top federal 
prosecutor, Steven was 
among those who prosecuted 
“Unabomber” Theodore John 
“Ted” Kaczynski. 
’78
Prolific playwright Philip Kan 
Gotanda was appointed a 
professor in the Department 
of Theater, Dance, and 
Performance Studies at 
UC Berkeley. He is also a 
filmmaker, screenwriter, 
and musician. His films 
The Kiss, Drinking Tea, and 
Life Tastes Good have been 
screened at the Sundance 
Film Festival. / Jennifer 
Keller, a trustee of the UC 
Hastings Foundation, was 
named to “Top Women 
Lawyers” by the San Francisco 
Daily Journal and the Los 
Angeles Daily Journal. Her 
firm, Keller Rackauckas, has 
won more than $680 million 
in judgments in the last five 
years alone. / Juliana Maio is 
the author of City of the Sun, 
a work of historical fiction 
published by Greenleaf Book 
Group Press. / A blog for 
new bankruptcy lawyers, 
www.BankruptcyMastery.
com, written by Cathy 
Moran, was selected by the 
ABA as one of the top 100 
blogs for 2013. / Smarty 
Ants CEO Michael Wood 
spoke at Startup Grind 2014. 
Smarty Ants is an online, 
assessment-based adaptive 
reading program for kids. He 
previously founded Leapfrog 
Enterprises. He holds or 
co-holds more than 30 issued 
patents.
’77
Robert Farrell has been 
appointed as chief financial 
officer at Amarantus. He also 
serves as corporate controller 
and vice president of financial 
operations.
’76
Rick Crow writes: “Several 
members of the UC Hastings 
Class of 1976, Section B, 
recently met for a reunion 
at a Giants game preceded 
by a lunch. We spent time 
reminiscing about the years 
at UC Hastings and updating 
each other on what has 
happened since then.” /  
Marlene Pappas Getchell was 
elected chairwoman of the  
board of trustees of 
California-Nevada Methodist 
Homes, a not-for-profit 
corporation that operates 
full-service quality retirement 
communities in California. 
Marlene, a certified specialist 
in estate planning, trust, 
and probate law, continues 
to practice at her law firm 
in San Rafael, and lives 
in San Anselmo with her 
husband, Paul Getchell, legal 
editor for LexisNexis in San 
Francisco. / Michael H. Jester 
writes: “I retired after 38 
years practicing patent and 
trademark law, mostly in 
San Diego. My three adult 
children landed good jobs 
Lee Pliscou ’82
Juliana Maio ’78
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as engineers, freeing me and 
my wife, Dorothy, to travel. 
I now have plenty of time 
to pursue my hobbies such 
as building and flying old-
fashioned ‘stick and tissue’ 
model airplanes.” /  
Michael A. Kelly of San 
Francisco has been selected 
as the CAL-ABOTA 2014 
Trial Lawyer of the Year. 
Recognized as the highest 
honor a California trial 
lawyer can receive, the CAL-
ABOTA TLOY is awarded 
annually to a recipient who 
exhibits the best traits of a 
trial lawyer—excellence in 
advocacy; a distinguished 
career; and a reputation for 
civility, ethics, and fair play. / 
Jordan Kerner gave the spring 
commencement address at the 
University of North Carolina 
School of the Arts. Jordan 
produced the Smurfs movies, 
Fried Green Tomatoes, and 
Charlotte’s Web. He served as 
dean of UNCSA’s School of 
Filmmaking for five years, 
leaving in 2012 to return to 
filmmaking full time. / Craig 
Smith is a professor of law 
at Santa Barbara & Ventura 
Colleges of Law, a school 
that serves primarily part-
time evening students and is 
accredited by the Committee 
of Bar Examiners. Associated 
with the school since 1984 as 
an adjunct professor, Craig 
became the school’s first 
full-time faculty member in 
July 2011. He teaches courses 
on contract law and civil 
procedure and is the author 
of California Contract Law, 
Cases & Materials, published 
by Carolina Academic Press.
’75
Ida O. Abbott has a new 
book, Sponsoring Women: 
What Men Need to Know. / 
Anne Rosenzweig writes: “I 
retired from the state Labor 
Commissioner’s Office. I 
have kept my license current 
to do volunteer work with the 
Gilroy Compassion Center, 
giving legal advice to the 
homeless.”
’74
Don Costello is president of 
the Million Dollar Advocates 
Forum, a national group 
of more than 4,000 trial 
attorneys who have won 
million- and multimillion-
dollar cases. Some 50 UC 
Hastings graduates, in five 
states, are members. / Lynne 
Rogers Feldman writes: 
“Enjoying my move to San 
Diego. I transferred my 
immigration practice there in 
2009 and opened a law firm 
with my son, Jason. I became a 
grandmother when Jason and 
my daughter-in-law, Erin, had 
a baby girl, Abigail Harriett 
Feldman.” / Ann Ravel was 
elected vice chair of the 
Federal Election Commission 
for 2014. She was nominated 
to the commission in 2013 
by President Barack Obama 
and confirmed by the United 
States Senate.
’73
Judge Ancer Haggerty 
writes: “After 20 years on 
the federal bench, it is time 
to totally retire. Dec. 31, 
2014, will be my last day 
working in any capacity. I 
hope to occupy my time with 
racquetball and frequent 
fishing trips. It has been a 
fast 41 years since leaving 
UC Hastings.” / Richard 
Scheuler writes: “Graduated 
UC Hastings 1973; Army 
four years. Built my own 
practice in Red Bluff. Served 
as a Tehama County judge 
for 12 years, retiring in 2013. 
Michael H. Jester ’76Marlene Pappas Getchell ’76
A Marathoner’s Muscles Remember
Joe Schieffer ’76 was featured in the Oakland 
Tribune for his marathon prowess. Joe, a lean 
64-year-old, has 99 ultramarathons under his belt. 
In 2007, he logged 100,000 miles—slightly more 
than the distance around the Earth multiplied by 
four. “Now I’m up to 117,000,” says Joe, who car-
ries 130 pounds on his 5-foot-11 frame. “I’m doing 
this on muscle memory.” 
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Now serving as a visiting 
judge in numerous north state 
counties. I have much spare 
time, which I spend with my 
wife, the dogs, occasionally 
the grandkids, and on 
hobbies including biking (the 
kind you pedal), computers, 
reading, and crossword 
puzzles. My news is that I 
have checked the obituaries 
every day this week and have 
not been in them once.” / Kris 
Whitten writes: “I enjoyed 
serving as co-chair of our 
class reunion committee  
and helping to start the Jerry 
Sack Fund. I’m still driving 
the ’68 VW Bug I had when 
I was at UC Hastings. Like 
me, it has dings and dents 
but still runs.”
’72
Clark Byam writes: “I am now 
in my 42nd year with the law 
firm of Hahn & Hahn in 
Pasadena. I am leaving for a 
10-day trip to the Amazon 
in July, which will be my 
first time to the Amazon. 
Two of my three children are 
also going with me.” / Louis 
Marlin writes: “After more 
than 40 years of litigation, 
concentrating on class 
actions, complex litigation, 
and catastrophic injury 
matters, I am beginning the 
transition to working as a 
mediator. As my mediation 
practice continues to grow, I 
am very appreciative of the 
attorneys, both defense and 
plaintiff, who have trusted 
me to mediate their matters.”  
’71
Kathryn Hall was appointed 
by Gov. Rick Perry to 
the Texas Economic 
Development Corporation 
and as special adviser on 
international business. She is 
co-owner of Hall Wines in 
Napa and previously served as 
U.S. ambassador to Austria. 
She and her husband, Craig, 
were recently featured in 
the Dallas Morning News as 
a “power couple making a 
name for themselves in Napa 
Valley.” 
’70
Patricia Lee is special 
assistant for diversity and 
bar relations for the State 
Bar of California, serving 
as liaison to the State 
Bar Council on Access & 
Fairness and focusing on 
implementing the State Bar 
goals for increasing diversity 
in the legal profession along 
the full diversity pipeline 
(including early education, 
pre-K through 12, college 
and law school, legal 
profession, and judiciary). 
She received the American 
Bar Association Spirit of 
Excellence Award at the 
association’s 2014 mid-
year meeting. / Stephen W. 
Pearson was presented with 
the 2014 Chief Justice Phil 
Sheridan Gibson Award 
on May 9 by the Monterey 
County Bar Association. 
The Gibson Award 
recognizes a Monterey 
County lawyer who has 
performed exemplary 
community service and 
exhibits the highest level of 
Radical as Ever
David McClain ’72 surpassed $5 billion in settle-
ments he has personally negotiated in his career. 
In January 2014, he got an $11 million wrongful 
death verdict in Alameda County for a 68-year-
old; the entire award was for noneconomic dam-
ages. He is president of the foundation of his firm, 
Kazan, McClain, Greenwood. The foundation has 
donated over $20 million to worthy organizations 
in the past 20 years. He writes: “I am still not ready 
to retire and as radical as ever.”
Patricia Lee ’70 Stephen W. Pearson ’70Kris Whitten ’73
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professionalism, civility, and 
ethical conduct. 
’66
Eugene L. Davis writes: “I 
retired in October 2001 
after more than 27 years 
as an administrative law 
judge with the California 
Unemployment Insurance 
Appeals Board. I kept 
working part time as a 
retired annuitant until 
February 2013. My wife 
died in May 2009. I have 
since acquired a special 
lady friend, a native of 
Europe, and we travel often, 
especially to the East Coast, 
where our sons live, and to 
Denmark and France, where 
her brothers reside.” / Guy 
Kornblum published a piece 
on the best way to approach 
and achieve settlement 
titled “Is Mediation the 
Best Course?” in Litigation 
Commentary & Review. 
’65
Greg Dallaire serves on 
the Limited License Legal 
Technician Board, which 
was established by rule 
of the Washington State 
Supreme Court to permit 
nonlawyers to practice law 
in limited substantive areas. 
He is also on the executive 
committee of the Sargent 
Shriver National Center on 
Poverty Law. / Allen Haim 
continues to practice after 
45 years with a specialty 
in property taxation. He 
retired as chief deputy 
county counsel from Marin 
County and retired from the 
JAG Corps USAR after 25 
years as a lieutenant colonel. 
He received a meritorious 
service award, and is a 
recipient of distinguished 
and professional service 
awards from the California 
State Senate, the California 
Assembly, and the Assessors’ 
Association. / John M. Kelly 
writes: “I am currently living 
in St. Helena in the Wine 
Country but planning on 
relocating to Marin County 
to be closer to family. I am 
writing a book on how and 
what to learn in life, and 
having a wonderful time. A 
legal education is invaluable 
for cause-and-effect analysis.” 
/ Justice William D. Stein 
writes: “Since I retired from 
the California Court of 
Appeal, I have been working 
as an arbitrator, mediator, 
and appellate consultant 
through ADR Services in 
San Francisco.”  
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In December 2013, a 
Northern California judge 
found three paint companies 
liable for exposing children to 
a known poison and ordered 
them to pay $1.1 billion into 
a fund to remove lead from 
inside California homes, 
in litigation led by Joseph 
Cotchett.
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John Burroughs writes: “I 
am 78 years old and have 
been retired 13 years. We 
moved from Inverness to 
Bellingham, Washington, 
nine years ago. I miss trial 
practice but not the stress. 
So I go fishing quite a bit 
and enjoy grandchildren 
and a big garden. Friends 
are always welcome here.”  
/ Herb Smith writes: “I 
have enjoyed 15 years of 
retirement and look forward 
to many more.”
’53
David Friedenberg writes: 
“I reside in Mill Valley and 
commute to my office in Daly 
City a few days a week. On 
other days I work from home 
or exercise, swim, or enjoy 
other activities.”
’49
Dan Baker of Lafayette was 
featured in the Lamorinda 
Weekly. He is a 94-year-old 
World War II Navy fighter 
pilot. He is still practicing. 
His wife, Arlene, passed 
away in 2012. They were 
married for 64 years. He 
says he was “a party boy,” a 
kid who started as an honors 
student and “went downhill.” 
His hobbies include golf, 
ballroom dancing, and 
reading voraciously. He 
considers himself a lucky 
man.
Horse Whisperer
John A. Ellis ’64 is partner in the firm of Trope 
and Trope, specializing in family law. He writes: 
“I have had a grand career, both professionally 
and personally. For more than 30 years, I broke, 
trained, and showed cutting horses. In 2009, I 
was elected into the Pacific Coast Cutting Horse 
Hall of Fame. Married with two stepchildren, one 
attending University of Oregon, the other going 
to UC Santa Cruz in the fall.” 
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Take a rich and rigorous academic heritage and blend it with a  
San Francisco attitude as high-minded as it is hard-nosed. The result 
is UC Hastings. Our JD and graduate programs offer an experiential, 
interdisciplinary, and international approach to legal education, with 
faculty who lead in both theory and practice. It’s an alchemy that  
forges lawyers like no others in the country: determined, innovative, 
and ready to get things done. uchastings.edu
M a D e  I n  S a n  F r a n C I S C O .  r e a Dy  F O r  T H e  W O r l D .
UC Hastings 
College of the law
 e S T .  1 8 7 8
Professor Alina Ball, 
Director of the Social Enterprise 
& Economic Empowerment Clinic 
LAW IN THE FAMILY 
A father, son, and granddaughter reflect on how UC Hastings  
inspired and shaped their careers
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R eed M. Williams ’54, a specialist in maritime law, had a long and colorful career that took him to such far-flung locales as Ireland, Greece, 
Liberia, Japan, Monaco, Ecuador, and Australia. “I 
enjoyed the exposure to different people, cultures, and 
governments,” Williams says.
As a young lawyer, he joined Graham & James in 
its Long Beach office, and practiced there until his 
retirement in 2000. His career included litigating a 
case that was tried in federal court involving a collision 
between a cruise ship and a U.S. Navy aircraft carrier. 
In another case, he represented a Korean tanker, via 
its maritime insurance carrier, that spilled oil into the 
waters off Palau. 
His eldest son, Jeffrey R. Williams ’78, says, “I grew 
up with a dad who liked what he did. He was a solid, 
understated inspiration for me to go into the law by 
virtue of the example he set every day.”
As Jeff contemplated attending UC Hastings, his 
father told him about the legendary 65 Club. Beginning 
in the 1940s, law schools started to force distinguished 
professors into retirement at age 65. As a result, UC 
Hastings Dean David E. Snodgrass created the 65 Club, 
which came to include, among others, former California 
Chief Justice Roger Traynor and William Prosser, 
who “literally wrote the book on torts,” Jeff says. “UC 
Hastings was as good as it got.” When Jeff arrived in 
1975, he studied criminal law with Professor Rollin 
Perkins, who at age 89 “was sharper than I was then or 
could ever hope to be.”
After graduation, Jeff joined Steinhart, Goldberg, 
Feigenbaum & Ladar in San Francisco, where he spe-
cialized in product liability law. Today, he is a partner 
in Schiff Hardin’s San Francisco office, co-leading the 
firm’s practice group in that area.
Jeff’s daughter, Julie Hayashida ’08, has continued 
the family tradition. Her interest was sparked by a case 
of her father’s, representing a young woman who was 
seriously injured in a motorcycle accident that killed her 
boyfriend. “It was filled with intrigue and emotion, and 
that was the first time I became aware of the details 
of what my dad did,” Julie says. During high school, 
she audited the Civil Pretrial Practice seminar that 
her father has taught at UC Hastings each fall for the 
past 17 years and ultimately decided to attend the law 
school herself.
After working as a research attorney for the San 
Francisco Superior Court following graduation, Julie 
joined Becherer, Kannett & Schweitzer in Emeryville, 
focusing on product liability, including asbestos-related 
defense. In the past year, Julie second chaired two jury 
trials to verdict (both victories), making the two genera-
tions before her proud.
Two years ago, Jeff and Julie decided to take on a pro 
bono asylum case together. “We represented a refugee 
from Kyrgyzstan who fled his homeland when his family 
got caught in the border conflict with Uzbekistan,” says 
Jeff. “Julie did the lion’s share of the work. And getting 
to hear an Immigrations Court judge grant asylum to a 
deserving guy when your daughter is mostly responsi-
ble for the result—well, let’s just say that’s a pretty cool 
thing for a dad to get to experience.”  
From left: Jeffrey R. 
Williams ’78, Julie 
Hayashida ’08, and 
Reed M. Williams ’54. 
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The Mayor Willie L. Brown Jr. ’58  
Endowed Scholarship
To honor the former speaker of the California State Assembly and  
San Francisco mayor, an anonymous donor has founded the Mayor 
Willie L. Brown Jr. ’58 Endowed Scholarship with a $100,000 gift.
The scholarship will provide support to students admitted to UC 
Hastings through the Legal Education Opportunity Program (LEOP), 
which enables applicants from significantly adverse backgrounds to 
have access to top-tier legal training.
“For years to come, recipients of this scholarship will benefit not 
only from this donor’s generosity; they will be inspired by the extraor-
dinary career and well-lived life of its esteemed namesake,” says 
Chancellor & Dean Frank H. Wu.
The UC Hastings Faculty 
Academic Excellence Scholarship
To help attract outstanding students, the law school has 
received a $500,000 gift from an anonymous donor to 
fund the Faculty Academic Excellence Scholarship. The 
gift will provide at least one $20,000 scholarship annually 
to incoming students with financial need who show out-
standing academic and professional promise. 
Initially offered in the first academic year, the scholar-
ship includes a renewable option for the second and third 
years as long as the student remains in good academic 
standing. Recipients will be selected based on undergrad-
uate academic performance, leadership in extracurricular 





Generous donors establish three new  
scholarship funds
To learn more about 
supporting scholarships, 
contact Laura Jackson at 
415.565.4621 or jacksonl@
uchastings.edu.
The Keith F. Park ’72 
Scholarship
Keith F. Park ‘72 and his wife, Shirley, recently 
created a $100,000 endowed scholarship to 
benefit students who demonstrate financial 
need and academic merit. 
“But for the UC system in general and UC 
Hastings in particular, I never would have been 
able to become a lawyer,” Park says. “Shirley 
and I are pleased to support UC Hastings’ 
tradition of academic excellence with this 
scholarship.” 
Park, who specializes in securities class action 
and shareholder derivative settlements, is of 
counsel with Robbins Geller Rudman & Dowd in 
San Diego.















When Bruce Pfaff ’79 attended UC Hastings, tuition was just $700 a year. Today, due in part to the significant 
decline in state funding of higher education, tui-
tion and room and board exceed $50,000. This 
spring, Pfaff decided to help alleviate law stu-
dents’ financial burden by establishing the Pfaff 
Trial Lawyer Scholarship to fund two $10,000 
scholarships each year for five years.
“I think it’s important for professionals and 
alumni to support higher education in a mean-
ingful financial way,” Pfaff says. “I was very well 
served by my UC Hastings education and am  
grateful for everything my career has given me. I 
want to pass that on.”
Pfaff, the founder of the personal injury firm 
Pfaff, Gill & Ports in Chicago, has been a suc-
cessful trial lawyer his entire career, which is 
why he wants to assist students interested in 
that field. “I feel very strongly that civil trial law-
yers can have a tremendously positive impact on 
society,” Pfaff says. 
That’s precisely why 3L Christa Conry, 
one of the first students to receive the Pfaff 
Scholarship, wants to pursue a career in litiga-
tion as an advocate for women’s rights. Conry 
says she realized quickly that one of the most 
meaningful ways to make an impact is through 
civil justice. “Civil law focuses on issues people 
face every day,” she says. “A lot of people will be 
involved in a civil dispute at some point in their 
lives, and women are particularly affected by 
employment discrimination and tenants rights 
disputes.”
Melissa Nold ’14, another scholarship recip-
ient, says “Bruce Pfaff’s generosity has had a 
very practical and real impact on my life.” While 
she was a student at UC Hastings, Nold spent 
two years as a clerk for the Law Offices of John 
L. Burris, working on federal civil rights cases 
related to excessive force and police miscon-
duct. She is the single parent of three children.
“It’s scary to have all this debt loom over your 
head,” Conry adds. “I am grateful for this schol-
arship, which will help me pursue my career with 
that much less to pay back in student loans.”
PAYING IT 
FORWARD
A $100,000 scholarship gift 
to aid aspiring trial lawyers 
UC Hastings has long been at the forefront of legal education 
for its commitment to innovation, 
experiential learning and engaged 
scholarship. In addition, the law 
school’s centers and programs, led by 
distinguished faculty members who 
are authorities in their fields, have 
made groundbreaking contributions 
to the legal landscape. In recognition 
of these achievements, leading foun-
dations have recently awarded major 
grants to support these programs and 
their ongoing research agendas.
“These awards support the innova-
tive research, education, advocacy, 
and public service carried out by UC 
Hastings faculty and students,” says 
Chancellor & Dean Frank H. Wu. 
“Recognition by foundations enables 
us to continue and expand our work 
across several areas, including inno-
vation, women’s economic rights, and 
human rights for the underserved and 
economically disadvantaged.”
UCSF/UC HASTINGS CONSORTIUM 
ON LAW, SCIENCE & HEALTH POLICY
received a $588,000 grant from the 
Grove Foundation to develop the 
Source for Competitive Healthcare 
(www.competitivehealthcare.org), a new website that serves 
as an independent, multidisciplinary resource for information 
on cost and competition in the health care market. 
“Prior to the creation of this website, individuals from dif-
ferent disciplines working to solve the health care cost crisis 
did not have a single place to look for relevant news, articles, 
policy briefs, legislation, and legal documents,” says Professor 
Jaime S. King, executive editor of the Source for Competitive 
Healthcare. “We are so thrilled the Grove Foundation recog-
nized this information gap and enabled us to create the Source 
for Competitive Healthcare.” 
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$1.5 MILLION IN MAJOR  
GRANTS SUPPORT PIONEERING 
CENTERS AND PROGRAMS
    In the past 12 months, prominent foundations have recognized the   
    cutting-edge work conducted by the law school’s faculty and students 
The Grove Foundation supported the development of a new health care website 
by the UCSF/UC Hastings Consortium on Law, Science & Health Policy.
CENTER FOR WORKLIFE LAW
received $365,000 in grants to 
continue its work to advance wom-
en’s economic rights. The center’s 
Pregnancy Accommodation Working 
Group received a $225,000 gift from 
NoVo Foundation and $100,000 from 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. The 
Pregnancy Accommodation Working 
Group is dedicated to ensuring that 
low-income pregnant workers receive 
the accommodations needed to keep 
their jobs and maintain financial 
security for themselves and their fam-
ilies. The program also gives students 
and faculty the resources to develop 
and distribute relevant legal informa-
tion to lawyers, doctors, employers, 
and employees.
The Washington Center for 
Equitable Growth awarded a $40,000 
grant to the Center for WorkLife Law 
to support its Schedule Stability for 
Hourly Workers project. Funds for this 
project enable the center to promote 
economic equality by increasing 
workplace flexibility for low-wage  
and hourly workers.
CENTER FOR GENDER   
AND REFUGEE STUDIES (CGRS)
received $284,290 in grant support. 
NoVo Foundation awarded a $150,000 
grant for general operating support. 
These funds will help to advance the 
center’s work to protect the human 
rights of refugee women, children, 
LGBT individuals, and others who flee 
persecution in their home countries.
The United Nations Trust Fund 
to End Violence Against Women 
awarded a $134,290 grant to CGRS 
for its Promoting Legal Protections 
for Displaced Women and Girls in 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan project. 
INSTITUTE FOR INNOVATION LAW
received $221,500 in grant sup-
port. The Intitute’s groundbreaking 
Startup Legal Garage received 
$100,000 from the Blackstone 
Charitable Foundation and $121,500 
from the Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation. The Blackstone award 
helps connect students with 
minority entrepreneurs to provide 
free legal services. Named one of the 
most innovative law school programs 
in the country, the Startup Legal 
Garage focuses on helping minority 
and female business owners.
The Ewing Marion Kauffman 
Foundation grant allows the center 
to collect and analyze data about 
the types of legal issues early-stage 
companies encounter nationwide. 
This research helps students provide 
better services and informs regu-
latory bodies that make decisions 
impacting entrepreneurs. 
“Along with alumni donations and 
cy pres awards, these grants are 
the lifeblood of the institute,” says 
Professor Robin Feldman, the insti-
tute’s director, “and we are honored 
by the trust these foundations put in 
our programs.”
For more information about  
the grants program, contact  







and public service 
carried out by UC 
Hastings faculty 
and students,” 
says Chancellor & 
Dean Frank H. Wu. 
“Recognition by 
foundations enables 
us to continue and 





and human rights 
for the underserved 
and economically 
disadvantaged.”
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Zona Sage, who 
attended UC Hastings 
during the protests, 
was a colorful campus 
feminist and activist. 
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UP IN 
ARMS
Across the country, 
anti-war protests took a 
violent turn (below), but 
the demonstration at  
UC Hastings ended 
peacefully. 
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THE WAR IN VIETNAM IGNITED PROTESTS AT  
UNIVERSITIES ACROSS THE COUNTRY, INCLUDING 
UC HASTINGS. FOR THOSE WHO WERE THERE,  
THESE WERE LIFE-CHANGING TIMES. 
T
he 1970s began in America as the ’60s had ended: in days of rage. The 
war in Southeast Asia was escalating, and with it, the war at home. 
On April 30, 1970, President Richard Nixon announced the U.S. inva-
sion of Cambodia. Four days later, the Ohio National Guard opened fire 
on unarmed protesters at Kent State University. Firing 67 rounds in 13 
seconds, guardsmen killed four students and wounded nine others. 
Within two days, UC Hastings students voted to strike for an “indefinite dura-
tion” in protest of the war. In a highly unexpected move, the administration agreed 
to make final exams optional. It would mark the first time that UC Hastings was 
wrenched into action by national political events—and it became a defining expe-
rience for many of those who participated. 
“A lot of people were anti-war before that,” says Ben Winslow ’72, who had 
enlisted in the Army and was one of the leaders of the protest. “But Kent State 
changed everything. We thought, it’s not worth losing one more American life, 
whether that of a soldier or student.” 
At the time of the strike vote, as Winslow wrote in Hastings Law News, stu-
dents had to decide between making a meaningful effort to end the war and 
“business as usual.” It was a particularly apt phrase for the law school, which 
was a conservative bastion in a city that was in full rebel-
lion mode. In this era of patched jeans and bra burning, male 
law students still wore sports coats and ties; the handful of 
female law students wore skirts and nylon stockings. “UC 
Hastings was considered a ‘business’ school,” says Daniel 
Lavery ’72, a Vietnam vet turned anti-war activist. “People 
like Tom Hayden wouldn’t even come here.” 
In the beginning, some students resisted getting involved. 
“Law students are obsessive-compulsives,” says Winslow. 
“They were worried about the big law firms finding out.” But 
support grew for the protest. Carolyn Farren ’70 was on the 
committee that petitioned the faculty to support the strike. 
“We had to make it a very sound academic proposition,” she 
recalls. “It helped that some of us were on the law journal.” 
Many of those who took part remember Dean Marvin 
Anderson as especially coolheaded and judicious in his 
handling of the situation, though he never made his views 
on the war known. When the demonstration was planned, 
“I assured him that we would not trash the school or get 
violent,” Winslow says. “And he said, ‘Do your thing.’”
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That gave many protesters a new respect for UC Hastings. “It was the kind 
of leadership you’d expect on other Bay Area campuses,” Lavery remembers. “I 
wasn’t sure it would happen at UC Hastings. But when I saw Dean Anderson take 
over, I knew we had a leader.”
Under the banner “Classes are open for those not yet satisfied with only 40,000 
American dead,” hundreds of students filled the law school steps on the morn-
ing of May 11. There was some pushing and shoving, but violence was not the UC 
Hastings way. “UC Hastings had a professional atmosphere, and fighting would 
have been out of line,” Lavery says. Only a few students crossed the picket line.
Shortly after, the faculty voted to keep classes open but make finals optional. 
The students were stunned. “I was pleasantly surprised that the faculty felt it was 
a serious constitutional issue,” says Howard Watkins ’72. “They weren’t the kind 
to cave in to the protesters. It showed a deep respect for the rule of law.” 
The students were given office space in an old building across McAllister 
Street, where they set up a command center for their anti-war effort. “People were 
working literally night and day, writing articles, contacting other law schools 
to coordinate efforts,” Farren says. The students ran up huge phone bills. Local 
anti-war lawyers kicked in some cash. Celebrated legal rebels Charles Garry 
and Terence Hallinan ’64 came to speak. “I remember we raised $10,000—that 
seemed like so much money at the time—to put a ‘stop the bombing’ ad in the San 
Francisco Chronicle,” Farren says.
  Lavery and other students visited high schools around the Bay Area to make 
their case against the war and do draft counseling. Watkins carried their message 
as far north as Redding, California, where the war still drew strong support. 
Anti-war protester Douglas Schmidt ’72 and Winslow recall that when they 
later received their FBI files under the Freedom of Information Act, documents 
A CAMPUS IN ACTION
Daniel Lavery ’72 credits the anti-
war movement at UC Hastings 
with showing him that “the law 
was a perfect place for an activ-
ist who wanted to help lead the 
country where it needed to go.” 
But the war was just one place 
where students endeavored to 
make a difference in the early 
’70s. Other activities included:
 Hastings Friends of Alcatraz   
A group of students visited the 
former penitentiary site to show 
solidarity with Native Americans 
who were occupying it to demand 
that the federal government honor 
treaty obligations. Hastings Friends 
of Alcatraz also organized a food 
and clothing drive. The 19-month-
long occupation helped launch the 
American Indian Movement as a 
major civil rights organization.
 Women’s Student Union   
Founded by 15 women in the fall 
of 1970, this group set goals that 
included opening a day care center 
at UC Hastings and ending discrimi-
nation in law firm interviewing on 
campus. With women representing 
only 4 percent of attorneys nation-
ally at the time, the group noted in 
Hastings Law News, “Of the ‘pres-
tige’ professions, law has been one 
of the least accessible to women.” 
 The Haight-Ashbury Legal Project 
Students opened shop in the 
“Hashbury” to provide aid and 
advice primarily to young people in 
tenant-landlord disputes, welfare 
hearings, and draft resistance 
and criminal law cases. The office 
literally provided student staffers a 
window on a seamy side of the law 
in action—random police stops on 




















































Above: On May 11, 1970, 
hundreds gathered 
outside UC Hastings in 
opposition to the war in 
Vietnam. Opposite page: 
The same year, student 
activists protested 
against discrimination at 
law schools.
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revealed that federal agents were secretly monitoring the UC Hastings protests. 
Across the country, 4 million people took part in the student strike of 1970, and 
more than 450 colleges and high schools were shut down. It became a critical 
event in turning public opinion against the war in Vietnam, which in the end lasted 
through five U.S. presidencies and took the lives of 1 million Southeast Asians. 
At UC Hastings, the experience bonded many people for life. Before the protest, 
Farren says, “UC Hastings was a commuter school. You went to class, went home, 
and barely knew anyone. The anti-war movement brought people together.” She 
also believes the experience gave many students their first sense that the law 
could be a tool for social change. They went on to work on behalf of children, bat-
tered women, abused elders, farmworkers, and others in need of legal assistance. 
Others took different paths. Schmidt, for example, became controversial for get-
ting San Francisco Supervisor Dan White acquitted for the murders of Mayor George 
Moscone and Supervisor Harvey Milk. He says being part of the anti-war movement 
“propelled me to be compassionate about protecting the criminally accused.” 
Many say it made them see the power of collective action. “The day of that rally 
was one of the great highs of my life,” Winslow says. “Liberals, conservatives, 
African-Americans, women—we all came together. It showed me that if people 
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Asked how he’s able to identify fellow veter-ans on campus, Kevin 
McCarthy ’14 doesn’t hesitate. 
“In a lot of ways, they stand out,” 
he says. There are obvious indica-
tors, he notes, such as the fact that 
veterans tend to be older, but there 
are also more discreet markers. “I 
notice certain characteristics—
the way they look at things and 
evaluate things. There’s that classic 
situational awareness, head-on-
a-swivel mentality if you’ve been 
in a combat theater or overseas. It 
takes a person who’s been in that 
situation to pick up on it.”
A Navy field medical corpsman 
who served in the Marines from 
1990 through 1996 during the Gulf 
War and again for a second tour 
beginning in 2004, McCarthy is 
keenly aware of how veterans can 
be of enormous help to one another. 
At UC Hastings, he saw the benefit 
in creating a common place where 
they could connect, which is why 
he helped found the law school’s 
Student Veteran Organization in 
2013. The group, made up of former 
service members from each class, 
meets both on and off campus to 
A COMMON SPACE FOR  
STUDENT VETERANS
Re-entering civilian life is hard enough—without the bar exam 
connect with ex-military alumni, 
network with other Bay Area law 
school veteran clubs, and organize 
presentations and workshops.
McCarthy points out that veter-
ans face unique struggles, such as 
increased psychological and physi-
cal disability rates, that can make it 
challenging to thrive in an aca-
demic environment. For example, 
while post-traumatic stress disor-
der gets a lot of attention, hearing 
loss, which can impede learning, 
is common among those who have 
seen combat. And simply being 
an older student with additional 
responsibilities, such as a family, 
can make it difficult to connect 
to classmates. “In my case, I had 
problems identifying with my 
peers,” McCarthy says. “So this is 
a way to help us stay involved and 
connected.”
Although the organization is 
only two years old, it’s already 
making an impact. Last year, the 
group hosted a lecture to teach 
members about using social media 
to promote themselves online. 
Organizers are also looking to fund 
a medical-legal clinic geared spe-
cifically to veterans and have been 
in discussions with San Francisco’s 
Veterans Treatment Court about 
how law students can help. “We’re 
trying to get our feet into every-
thing,” McCarthy says. 
Faculty adviser Rachel Van Cleave ‘89 
with (from left) student veterans John 
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International Law at UC Hastings prepares students to compete and  
succeed on the global stage. While we are located in the entrepreneurial  
and technological heart of California, UC Hastings has reach and influence 
that touches every continent.
The International Law program is recognized as having one of the top faculty 
in the U.S. and our LL.M. in U.S. Legal Studies program attracts prestigious 
lawyers, judges, and academics from around the world. UC Hastings partners 
with an elite group of international law schools, giving students remarkable 
opportunities to study abroad. On top of that, our alumni network spans the 
globe, from East Asia to The Hague. Learn the many ways UC Hastings can 
expand your sphere of influence. 
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REUNION 2014! / OCTOBER 11
CLASS GIVING CAMPAIGNS: HELP US REACH OUR $1 MILLION GOAL!
Made in San Francisco. Ready for the World.
THE CLASSES OF
1964, 1969, 1974, 1979, 1984, 1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 
and 2009 will celebrate their reunions at the Palace 
Hotel in San Francisco on Saturday, October 11.
For more information on class 
reunion and giving campaigns, 
visit www.uchastings.edu/alumni 
or call 415.565.4852.
